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James T. Bergen was born around 1884 in Massachusetts to Canadian parents.1  His 
mother, Honora Bergen, was widowed by 1910.2  By 1910, 26-year-old James was 
living at 97 [Lauriat] Avenue, Boston, Mass., serving as head of a household that 
included his 60-year-old mother, his 28-year-old brother, Joseph, and his 23-year-
old sister, Margaret.3  His mother had given birth to seven children, but in 1910 only 
four of them were living.4   By April of 1910, James was employed as a letter carrier 
for the United States Mail Service.5 
 
Later in 1910, presumably after three years of study, James T. Bergen graduated 
from Suffolk Law School as one of ten in the school’s second graduating class.6  By 
1920, he had moved to Detroit, Michigan, where he lived in an apartment at 27 
Palmer Avenue West and was employed as a lawyer.7  By this time 38-year-old 
James had been married for about two years, but his wife did not live with him.8  A 
man named William J. Topley, who was evidently James’ business partner, did live 
with him.9   
 
By 1930, James T. Bergen was still employed as a lawyer in Detroit and had bought 
a house at 10427 American Avenue.10  At this time, his wife, Mildred, was living 
with him, as was his 39-year-old sister-in-law, Esperance Lee, and his and Mildred’s 
adopted daughter, Mary, who turned two in the summer of 1930.11  By 1936, his law 
practice was located at 709 Hammond Building in Detroit.12 
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