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Congressman Joe Moakley and El Salvador: a Research Guide

This guide is also available at: http://www.suffolk.edu/moakley/elsalvadorguide.html

Introduction

The Moakley Archive at Suffolk University has many resources that help illustrate U.S.
foreign relations with EIl Salvador during the 1980s and 1990s and in particular,
Congressman Joe Moakley’s work related to El Salvador’s civil war, the investigation of
the murders of Jesuit priests in 1989, human rights and immigration.

The list below is a compilation of primary sources available at the Moakley Archive and
secondary sources such as books, journal articles and Websites about El Salvador,
including U.S. legislation, some of which, Congressman Joe Moakley was instrumental
in creating. Many of the books and articles are available at Suffolk’s Sawyer Library or
Moakley Law Library. Please contact the Archives for more information.

Research Guide Sections:
e Background Materials
e Research Materials: Moakley Papers (MS100)
e Research Materials: Jamaica Plain Committee on Central America
Collection (MS103)
Research Materials: Enemies of War Collection (MS104)
Digitized Resources: Moakley Papers (MS100)
Oral History Interviews
Other Archival Collections
Secondary Sources
List of folders from MS100/03.04 with digitized materials

Background on Congressman Joe Moakley and El Salvador

From 1980 until 1992, El Salvador was ripped apart by a civil war that left more than
75,000 people dead. During this time, the United States, fearing that El Salvador would
succumb to a leftist takeover, poured funds into Salvadoran military operations. Although
Moakley had been urging the Reagan administration to cut El Salvador’s military funding
since the early 1980s, his commitment to El Salvador was cemented after meetings with
constituents that included refugees of the Salvadoran civil war and a group of community
activists, the Jamaica Plain Committee on Central America.
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As a result of these encounters Moakley spent the next six years working to ease
immigration restrictions on Salvadorans, and was later chosen to lead a congressional
investigation into the 1989 murders of six Jesuit priests and two women at the University
of Central America in San Salvador. This congressional investigation, also known as the
Moakley Commission, revealed that the murders had been directed from the upper levels
of the Salvadoran armed forces. The findings also resulted in reduced military funding to
El Salvador, led to the successful prosecution of members of the Salvadoran military and
helped pave the way for U.N. Peace Accords in 1992 and democratic elections in El
Salvador. After the civil war ended, Moakley focused on closing the School of the
Americas (SOA) and providing relief aid to the country after a series of natural disasters
in the late 1990s.

Research Materials at the Moakley Archives

From the Moakley Papers (MS 100)

The Moakley Papers document Congressman Moakley’s efforts on behalf of EI Salvador
including immigration/asylum issues, human rights, attempts to reduce U.S. military aid
to El Salvador, the signing of the 1992 Peace Accords, attempts to close the School of the
Americas (SOA) and relief efforts after a series of natural disasters in the late 1990s.

e Legislative Correspondence (MS 100/2.2)
o Legislative Assistants’ Files (MS 100/3)
1. Sub-series 3.4: James P. McGovern, 1981-2001 (Boxes 1-35)
James (Jim) McGovern’s files focus on Moakley’s legislative efforts to
provide asylum for Salvadorans fleeing the civil war, the investigation
files of the Moakley Commission and case files related to human rights
cases in El Salvador. For a list of folders from MS100/03.04 with
digitized materials see attachment A.
2. Sub-series 3.6: Steve LaRose, 1992-2001 (Boxes 11-14)
LaRose’s files deal with the congressional efforts to close the School of
the Americas and investigations of human rights cases in Central America.
e Press Releases (MS 100/7.3) and News clippings (MS100/7.1)
e Memorabilia (MS 100/9) and Photographs (MS 100/10.2)

From the Jamaica Plain Committee on Central America Collection
(MS103)

The Jamaica Plain Committee on Central America (JPCOCA), a grassroots organization
from Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts lobbied Congressman Joe Moakley in the 1980s to
help Salvadoran refugees gain legal status in the United States. The collection, which
spans from 1982-2001, includes correspondence, news clippings and office files that
document the committee’s involvement in raising awareness of the Salvadoran refugee
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issue, their interactions with Congressman Moakley and how they achieved their goal of
helping Salvadoran refugees in America. Finding aid available (.pdf)

From the Enemies of War Collection (MS104)

Esther Cassidy, producer of Enemies of War, a documentary on the Salvadoran civil war
and the investigation into the murders of six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper and her
daughter, donated her records, audio and video tapes, and transcriptions to the Moakley
Archive in 2008. This collection is currently unprocessed, consult archivist for access.

Selection of digitized documents from the Moakley Papers

Access digitized files at:

http://www.suffolk.edu/moakley/elsalvadorguide.html#anchor30923

Note: This is a small selection of digitized records; for a list of folders from MS100/04.03

with digitized items see Attachment A.
e Interim Report of the Speaker’s Task Force on El Salvador, 4/30/1990, DI-0352

(-pdf)

Final Task Force statement, 11/18/1991, DI-0363 (.pdf)

Award: CARECEN, 11/1/1989, DI-0144 (.pdf)

Cartoon: Szep Military generals, DI-0161. (.pdf)

Correspondence: Archbishop Damas to U.S. Congress, 11/15/1985, D1-0183.

(-pdf)

e Correspondence: Congress people to President Alfredo Cristiani, 11/16/1989.
(.pdf)

e Correspondence: “Dear Colleague” from Thomas “Tip” O’Neill, 5/18/1990 (.pdf)
(MS100/3.4-76)

e Correspondence: House Speaker Thomas Foley to Joe Moakley, 12/5/1989, DI-

0075. (.pdf)

Correspondence: JPCOCA to Joe Moakley, 12/13/1982, D1-0180 (.pdf)

Correspondence: JPCOCA to Joe Moakley, 3/30/1983, DI-0184, DI-0185 (.pdf)

Correspondence: Joe Moakley to President Reagan, 2/1/1982, DI-0127. (.pdf)

Correspondence: Telegram to Javier Perez de Cuellar Secretary General of the

U.N., 9/13/1991, DI-0795. (.pdf) (MS100/3.4-126)

e Memo: Jim McGovern to Joe Moakley briefing for JPCOCA meeting, no date,
DI-0180. (.pdf)

e News clipping: Army Colonel Convicted of Murdering Jesuit Priests, The
Washington Post, 9/29/1991, DI-0130. (.pdf) (MS100/3.4-308)

e News clipping: Murder Trial Begins in El Salvador for Men Suspected of killing
Jesuits, The Washington Post, 9/27/1991, DI-0153. (.pdf) (MS100/3.4-308)

e News clipping: Officers Linked to Salvador Killings, The Boston Globe,
11/18/1991, DI1-0187. (.pdf) (MS100/3.4-293)
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e News clipping: Residents Lobby Moakley on Central American Issues, The
Jamaica Plain Citizen, 2/3/1983. (.pdf)

e News clipping: Residents Sponsor Community Forum on Salvadoran Refugees,
The Jamaica Plain Citizen, 3/31/1983. (.pdf)

e News clipping: To Those Whom Have My Husband in Captivity, La Prensa,
4/25/1981, D1-0186 (.pdf)

e News clipping: U.N. Aid Assailed in Salvadoran Talks, The New York Times,
2/1/1991, DI-0188. (.pdf) (MS100/3.4-127)

Oral History Interviews

Recordings and transcripts of interviews are available at:
http://www.suffolk.edu/moakley/moakleyoralhistory.htmi

e Walter Cabanas (OH-072) e Congressman James McGovern
e Edmund Crotty (OH-006) (OH-013)
e Benjamin Cuellar (OH-038) e Fran Price (OH-007)
e Congressman David Dreier (OH- e Carol Pryor (OH-008)
029) e Buena Ventura Alas Rivera (OH-
e Leonel Gomez (OH-021) 073)
e Steve LaRose (OH-002) e Anne Wheelock (OH-010)
e Congressman John Joseph e Virginia Zanger (OH-005)

Moakley (OH-001)

Other Archival Collections

DePaul University, Chicago, IL
e Brockman-Romero Papers, 1961-1998; for more information visit
http://library.depaul.edu/Collections/BrockmanRomero.aspx

Duke University, Durham, NC
e Central American Solidarity Committee Records, 1980-1985; for more
information visit http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/rbmscl/uacasc/inv/
e Center for International Policy Records, 1971-2006; for more information visit
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/rbmscl/centerforinternationalpolicy/inv/

George Washington University, Washington, DC
e El Salvador: War, Peace, and Human Rights, 1980-1994; for more information
visit http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nsa/publications/elsalvador?2/
e El Salvador: The Making of US. Policy, 1977-1984, for more information visit
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nsa/publications/elsalvador/elsalvador.html

Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, CA
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e Ignacio Ellacuria Collection, 1959-1989; for more information visit
http://library.gtu.edu/

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
e FBI File on the American Churchwomen Killed in El Salvador, 1980 [1980-
1983]; for more information visit
http://Ims01.harvard.edu/F/32KV2KN3RLTXH5K41SIK3JLIAJCBBIXUAC6ES
NYPLC911CINJSH-00192?func=find-
b&find_code=WRD&request=fhi+file+on+the+american+churchwomen&adjace
nt=1

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, PA
e Philadelphia Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador Records,
1985- ; for more information visit http://www.swarthmore.edu/Library/peace/

University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
e Dennis DeConcini Papers, 1944-2003; for more information visit
http://www.library.arizona.edu/speccoll/findingaid/deconcini_papers/

University of Colorado at Boulder, Boulder, CO
e United States Community in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador Office
Files, 1980-1988; for more information visit
http://ucblibraries.colorado.edu/archives/collections/peace_list.htm

University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS
e Extensive collection of materials related to civil rights and politics in EI Salvador,
located in the Wilcox Collection for Contemporary Political Movements; for more
information visit http://spencer.lib.ku.edu/kc/wilcox.shtml

Wisconsin Historical Society Archives, Madison, WI
e Center for Democracy in the Americas Records, 1970-1994; for more information
visit http://arcat.library.wisc.edu/cqgi-
bin/Pwebrecon.cqi?SC=Author&SA=Center%20for%20Democracy%20in%20the
%20Americas.&PID=mJWOtdN1phimQlo2rKyL JeBnuL L91&BROWSE=1&HC
=1&SID=2

Secondary Sources

Books

Many in this list are available in Suffolk’s Sawyer Library and Moakley Law Library.
e Armstrong, Robert and Shenk, Janet, El Salvador: The Face of Revolution.
Boston, MA: South End Press, 1982.
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Arnson, Cynthia J., Crossroads: Congress, The President, and Central America,
1976-1993. New York: Pantheon Books, 1989. [Sawyer Library F1436.8.U6 A76
1989]

Arnson, Cynthia J., El Salvador Accountability and Human Rights: The Report of
the United Nations Commission on the Truth for El Salvador. New York:
Americas Watch, August 10, 1993.

Arnson, Cynthia J., El Salvador: A Revolution Confronts the United States.
Institute for Policy Studies and Transnational Institute, 1982. [Sawyer Library
F1488.A76]

Doggett, Martha. Death foretold: the Jesuit murders in EI Salvador. Washington,
D.C. : Georgetown University Press, c1993 [Moakley Archives HV6535.52 D64
1993]

LeoGrande, William. Our own backyard: the United States in Central America,
1977-1992. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1998. [Sawyer
Library F1436.8.U6 L453 1998]

Lungo, Mario Uclés. El Salvador in the Eighties: Counterinsurgency and
Revolution. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1996. [Sawyer Library
F1488.3 .L8713 1996]

Rose, Lance. El Salvador’s Decade of Terror: Human Rights Since the
Assassination of Archbishop Romero / Americas Watch. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1991. [Sawyer Library JC599.52 E42 1991]

Stephen, Lynn. Hear My Testimony: The Story of Maria Teresa Tula, Human
Rights Activist of El Salvador. Boston, MA: South End Press, 1994. [Sawyer
Library JC599.522 TB5 1994]

Whitfield, Theresa. Paying the Price: Ignacio Ellacuria and the Murdered Jesuits
of El Salvador. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1994. [Moakley Archives
F1488.3.W48 1994]

Films and Documentaries
Many in this list are available in Suffolk’s Sawyer Library and Moakley Law Library.

Enemies of War, Esther Cassidy. [Moakley Archives F1488.3E54 1999]
Romero, [Sawyer Library PN1997.R664 2002]

El Salvador in Crisis, Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. [Moakley
Archives F1488.3.E58 1989]

I am not Afraid: Rufina Amaya’s Testimony, Alfalfa Grafics. [Moakley Archives
F1488.3.A5 2007]

Journals

Citations to articles about El Salvador can be found by searching on, among others,
Westlaw, Lexis, Legaltrac and Wilson’s Index to Legal Periodical databases.
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Alexander, Barbara Cochrane, Legislative Focus: Attempts to Close the United
States Army School of the Americas. 7 Hum. Rts. Br. 26 Fall, 1999.

Buergenthal, Thomas , The United Nations Truth Commission for El Salvador. 27
Vand. J. Transnat’l L. 497, October, 1994.

Romig, Jeffrey L., Salvadoran Illegal Aliens: A Struggle to Obtain Refuge in the
United States. 47 U. Pitt. L. Rev. 295, Fall 1985.

Weiner, Robert, The Agony and the Exodus: Deporting Salvadorans in Violation
of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 18 N.Y.U. J. Int’l. L. & Politics 703, 1986.

U.S. Legislative Materials

Citations to a selection of legislative materials on El Salvador, many are available in the
Moakley Law Library or accessible through the Internet at THOMAS
(http://thomas.loc.gov/).

Temporary Suspension of Deportation of Certain Aliens, Hearings on H.R.
4447: Before the Subcommittee on the Judiciary House of Representatives, 98th
Cong. 2d Sess. 42 (1984).

Law Microforms:CIS 84 H521-45

H.R. 4447 Moakley- DeConcini Bill: 98th Congress (introduced Nov. 17, 1983)
linked with S. 2131 (introduced by Sen. DeConcicni) Title: A bill to provide for
the temporary suspension of deportation for certain aliens who are nationals of El
Salvador, and to provide for Presidential and Congressional review of conditions
in El Salvador and for other purposes.

Extended Voluntary Departure Issues Hearings on § 377 Before the
Subcommittee on Immigration Refugee Policy of the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary, 99th Cong., 1st Sess. 111 (1985).

Temporary Suspension of Deportation for Nationals of Certain Countries:
Hearing on H.R. 822: Before the Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees, and
International Law of the Committee on the Judiciary, 99th Cong., 1st Sess.,
November 7, 1985.

Law Microforms: CIS 86 H521-20

H.R. 822 Moakley- DeConcini Bill: 99th Congress (introduced Jan. 30, 1985)
Sponsor: Rep. Moakley, John Joseph, linked with S. 377 (sponsored by Sen.
DeConcicni) Title: A bill to provide for a General Accounting Office
investigation and report on conditions of displaced Salvadorans, to provide certain
rules of the House of Representatives and of the Senate with respect to review of
the report, to provide for the temporary stay of detention and deportation of
certain Salvadorans. Status: Not passed

Resolution of inquiry concerning the 1980 slayings of four American
churchwomen in El Salvador adverse report (to accompany H. Res. 464)

Law Microforms: CIS 84 H383-3

H.R. 45 Moakley-DeConcini Bill: 101st Congress (introduced January 3, 1989)
Sponsor: Rep. Moakley, John Joseph. Title: To provide for a General Accounting

120 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02108 | Tel: 617.305.6277 | Fax: 617.305.6275
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Office investigation and report on conditions of displaced Nicaraguans and
Salvadorans, to provide certain rules of the House of Representatives and of the
Senate with respect to review of the report, to provide for the temporary stay of
detention and deportation of certain Nicaraguans and Salvadorans, and for other
purposes. Latest Major Action: 11/3/1989 Referred to Senate Subcommittee. Not
passed. Immigration Act of 1990: Conference Report (to accompany S. 358).
Law Microforms: CIS 90 H523-39 also known as:

e S. 358 Immigration Act of 1990: 101st Congress (introduced Feb. 17, 1989)
Sponsor: Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. Title: A bill to amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to change the level, and preference system for admission, of
immigrants to the United States, and to provide for administrative naturalization,
and for other purposes. Latest Major Action: 11/29/1990 Signed by President,
Public Law 101-649

e H.R. 3506 Moakley-DeConcini Bill: 101st Congress (introduced October 23,
1989) Sponsor: Rep. Moakley, John Joseph. Title: To establish a statutory
framework for the Attorney General to afford temporary protected status to
nationals of countries subject to extraordinary and temporary conditions,
including armed conflicts, to provide for certain studies and for congressional
review of such studies, to provide temporary transition protection for nationals of
certain countries, and for other purposes. Latest Major Action: 10/24/1989
Referred to House Subcommittee.

e H. AMDT. 459 to H.R. 4636: 101st Congress (introduced May 22, 1990)
Sponsor: Rep. Moakley, John Joseph Amendment Description: Amendment
provided for the withholding of 50% of the military assistance authorized for El
Salvador; added conditions on aid to El Salvador including the elimination of
assistance if military or security forces engaged in acts of violence against civilian
targets; required the approval of the President of El Salvador before any military
assistance could be delivered to the Armed Forces; and authorized $2 million for
the Support Democracy program for election voter registration and monitoring.
Latest Major Action: 5/22/1990 House amendment agreed to. Status: On agreeing
to Moakley amendment (A005). Agreed to by recorded vote: 250-163 (Roll no.
127). Not passed.

e H. Res. 531: 101st Congress (introduced October 25, 1990) Sponsor: Rep.
Moakley, John Joseph. Waiving certain points of order against consideration of
the conference report on the bill (S. 358) to amend the Immigration and
Nationality Act to change the level, and preference system for admission, of
immigrants to the United States, and to provide for administrative naturalization,
and for other purposes, and against its consideration. Latest Major Action:
10/26/1990 Failed of passage/ not agreed to in House.

e Extension of Application Deadline for Special Temporary Protected Status
for Salvadorans: Report Together with Dissenting Views (to accompany H.R.
2332) Law Microforms: CIS 91 H523-5
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H. R. 2332: 101st Congress (introduced October 25, 1990) Sponsor: Rep.
Moakley, John Joseph. Title: To amend the Immigration Act of 1990 to extend for
4 months the application deadline for special temporary protected status for
Salvadorans. Latest Major Action: Passed Public Law 102-65 on July 2, 1991

H. R. 3782: 102nd Congress (introduced November 14, 1991) Sponsor: Rep.
Moakley, John Joseph. Title: To promote peace and reconciliation in El Salvador.
Latest Major Action: 11/20/1991 Referred to House subcommittee. Status:
Referred to the Subcommittee on Arms Control, International Security and
Science.

H. R. 732: 106th Congress (introduced February 11, 1999) Sponsor: Rep.
Moakley, John Joseph. Title: To close the United States Army School of the
Americas. Latest Major Action: 2/23/1999 House committee/subcommittee
actions. Status: Executive Comment Requested from DOD.

H. AMDT.368 to H.R. 2606: 106th Congress (introduced September 29, 1999)
Sponsor: Rep. Moakley, John Joseph. Amendment Description: Amendment
prohibits any funding for the United States Army School of the Americas located
at Fort Benning, Georgia. Latest Major Action: 7/30/1999 House amendment
agreed to by recorded vote: 230-197 (Roll no. 352)

H. AMDT.723 to H.R. 4205: 106th Congress (introduced May 18, 2000)
Sponsor: Rep. Moakley, John Joseph. Amendment Description: Amendment
sought to require the Army to close the United States Army School of the
Americas. Latest Major Action: 5/18/2000 House amendment not agreed to.
Status: On agreeing to the Moakley amendment (A010) Failed by recorded vote:
204 -214

United Nations Materials

Peace Agreements Digital Collection: El Salvador

U.N. Doc. No. A/46/864-S/23501, 1992.

Posted by USIP Library on: April 16 2001.

Mexico Agreements: El Salvador: Mexico Peace Agreements

--Provisions Creating the Commission On Truth, U.N. Doc. S/25500, April 1,
1993. Posted by USIP Library on: August 27 1999.

Report of the Commission on the Truth for EI Salvador: From Madness to Hope
U.N. Doc. S/25500, Annexes, 1993.

Posted by USIP Library on: January 26 2001.

United Nations High Commissioner of Human
Rights:http://www.ohchr.org/english/ Search for treaties or charters involving El
Salvador.
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Internet Sites
e ARENA Party http://www.arena.com.sv/

e Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador:
http://www.cispes.org/english/index.html
Modern challenges in EI Salvador.

e El Mozote - http://mikeoso.homestead.com/mozote.html
Photos of the Community Center in EI Mozote by Mike Oso.

e El Salvador: "A Blindness of Conscience":
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index’ENGAMR020011996?0pen&of=ENG-SLV
Central America and Mexico Human Rights Defenders on the Front Line,
London: 10 December 1996. Al Index: AMR 02/01/96, 1996.

e El Salvador’s Humanity and Dignity, by Joe Moakley:
http://www.pbs.org/itvs/enemiesofwar/perspectivesH.html

e Enemies of War - http://www.pbs.org/itvs/enemiesofwar/

e FMLN Political Party : http://www.fmlIn.org.sv/

e Martires de la Universidad Centroamericana El Caso Jesuitas
http://www.uca.edu.sv/martires/new/caso/fcronica.htm

e School of the Americas Watch, http://www.soaw.org/

e From Madness to Hope: the 12-year war in El Salvador: Report of the
Commission on the Truth for El Salvador,
http://www.usip.org/library/tc/doc/reports/el salvador/tc es 03151993 toc.html
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Attachment A- List of folders from MS100/03.04 with digitized documents:

Collect #

Folder Title, Dates

Summary
Note

Associated Collection Materials

MS100/03.04-
b1, f2

Letter to President Reagan,
2/1/1982

_____Digitized file available: DI-0127;
consult Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b1, f8

El Salvador correspondence,
1982

_____ Digitized image available: DI-
0186

MS100/03.04-
b1, f9

Jamaica Plain Committee on
Central America (JPCOCA),
1983

___ Digitized images available: DI-
0184, DI-0185

MS100/03.04-
b1, f13

Extended Voluntary
Departure (EVD), 1983

_____ Digitized image available: DI-
0180

MS100/03.04-
b2, £26

Archbishop Arturo Riveray
Damas’s letter to Congress,
11/15/1985

_____ Digitized image available: DI-
0183

MS100/03.04-
b5, f69

Background on U.S./El
Salvador policy, 1990

___ Digitized files available: DI-0933,
DI-0934; consult Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b6, f92

Human rights literature,
1989

_____ Digitized file available: DI-0926;
consult Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b6, f93

Human rights literature,
1990

_____Digitized file available: DI-0928;
consult Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b7, 100

Lawyer’s Committee for
Human Rights, 1989-1990

_____Digitized files available: DI-0929,
DI-0930, DI-0931, DI-0932, DI-0935, DI-
0936; consult Archivist for access
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MS100/03.04-
b8, f127

United Nations, 1990-1991
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_____Digitized file available: DI-0188;
consult Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b8, f128

Ilopango Air Base rumors,
1990, 1992

_____Digitized files available: DI-0531,
DI-0532, DI-533, DI-0534, DI-0535, DI-
0536; consult Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b10, f167

Bustillo’s Reaction, 2/7/1992

_____Digitized files available: DI-0537,
DI-0538, DI-0539, DI-0540; consult
Archivist for access

MS100/03.04-
b10, f176

Ad Hoc Commission, 1992

_____Digitized files available: DI-0937,
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