
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry Honors Pathway 
 
The Chemistry and Biochemistry department offers a pathway such that students may graduate 
with “departmental honors.” This pathway is distinct from the Suffolk University Honors 
program. To receive departmental honors, students must fulfill the following requirements: 
 
1. Students must major in one of the majors offered by our department. 
 
2. Students must have an overall GPA of 3.5 or higher and a major GPA of 3.5 or higher. 
 
3. Students must complete an independent project in CHEM 428/429 or FS 436 that is pre-
approved by the faculty. Students should submit an application (see next page) to the 
department for pre-approval. For departmental honors, thesis work must be of outstanding 
quality and must involve original independent laboratory or field research and/or in-depth 
analysis. For example, students may complete a project in the lab or one that requires data 
analysis. Job shadowing, data collection/organization (without analysis), or research summaries 
will generally not be sufficient for consideration. The application is due in the early fall of the 
same academic year that the capstone research project (CHEM 428/429) or forensic science 
practicum (FS 436) is completed. We highly recommend that students begin looking for and 
meeting with their capstone project advisor as early as possible (such as in their junior year) to 
begin planning their project. 
 
4. Students must present the research project or forensic science practicum work to the faculty 
with both a formal oral presentation and written paper upon completion of CHEM 429 or FS 
436. 
 
The departmental honors subcommittee, along with the faculty of the department, will 
determine whether the application and the final research project qualify for departmental 
honors. 
 
 
The departmental honors subcommittee members are: 
Dr. Doris Lewis 
Dr. Daniel Fox 
Dr. Melanie Berkmen 



Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Honors Pathway Application 

 

Name: 
 
Major: 
 
Overall GPA: 
 
Major GPA: 
 
Anticipated date of graduation: 
 
In one to three paragraphs, describe the project that you intend to undertake in fulfillment of 
your capstone course (CHEM 428/429) or practicum (FS 436). In your description, list your 
advisor(s), where the project will be completed, whether and how it might qualify for ECR 
(Expanded Classroom Requirement), and how exactly your thesis will constitute honors quality 
work. Students completing their project with an advisor who is not a Suffolk University faculty 
member should also include the contact information (telephone number and email address) for 
their advisor. For departmental honors, thesis work must be of outstanding quality and must 
involve original independent laboratory or field research and/or in-depth analysis. For example, 
students may complete a project in the lab or one that requires data analysis. Job shadowing, 
data collection/organization (without analysis), or research summaries will generally not be 
sufficient for consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please briefly describe anything else that you would like us to take under consideration when 
evaluating your application. For example, you may describe how you contributed to the 
department in any significant way or displayed exceptional work in your activities, employment, 
research, or prior courses during college.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please email your application to Courtney Carrabino (ccarrabino@suffolk.edu).  


