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Suffolk Madrid  Newsletter       October 2009  

Upcoming Dates: 
 

November 1  

Deferred tuition and  

payment fees due 

 

November 4 

Film Club 10 p.m. 

 

November 6 

Royal Palace Visit 

 

November 9  

Holiday (no classes) 

La Almudena 

 

November 13 

Trip to Mahou Brewery 

 

November 14 

Trip to Segóbriga 

 

November 20 

Last day for Spring 

2009 pre-registration 

 

November 20-22 

Trip to Lisbon 

 

November 26  

(No classes) 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

at Cornucopia  

Restaurant 

 

November 30 

Deadline for           

Photography Contest 

 

December 2-3 

Final class days 

 

December 4 

Reading Day 

 

December 9-15 

Final Exams 

 

December 15 

Farewell Dinner 

Students gathered in front of the Teatro -Museo Dalí in Figueres, north of Barcelona, birthplace of Salvador 
Dalí. L -R: S. Murphy, C. Sternberg, K. McDonald, M. Stevens, J. Stanley, A. Schuler, J. Alicea, T. Bigatti,               
J. Fetner, K. Raughtigan, B. McDonough, L. Taitel, M. Donnelly, J. Uribe, A. Campoverde, A. Berruetta, and 
M. Vorv. Behind: B. Buller, E. Keane, R. Sundby,A. Rengucci, G. Muccio, A. Crosby, K. Jameson,     B. Gallag-
her, M. Rechin, S. Maninos and J. Curtiss.   

BARCELONA , FIGUERES, AND CADAQUÉS 

      There is only one thing, in my mind, that made the trip to Barcelona complete. 
And that was leaving Barcelona to visit Figueres and Cadaqués, two specs of Spanish town 
that lend their culture and people for a trip of a lifetime.  
Figueres and Cadaqués are about an hour and a half away from the heart of Barcelona.  
Suffolk had organized a small group trip to view the work and the inspiration of one of the 
greatest surrealist artists of all time, Salvador Dalí. Dalí lived in Figueres, both as a child 
and an adult, and his presence is splattered around the town like I       NY t-shirts line the 
streets of the Big Apple. He built his museum in Figueres which is right next door to 
the church where he was baptized. These two buildings make up the core of Figueres, not 
only as a center for tourists, but as a focal point for the spirit of Dal²ôs imagination. 
      The Dalí museum is a salmon-colored building bedecked with little golden specs 
with huge figures of stark white eggs on top as tall as a front door. The main room of the 
museum has a semi crystal ball as the ceiling and looking up, one can see the clouds criss-
crossed in geometric design, as though Dalí had captured them, like guppies, in a net. But 
the part I liked best about the museum is that not only was the art in the museum by Dalí, 
but the museum was art itself. It is spectacular. A succinct definition of why Dalí is the 
most famous surrealist of all time and his concept of the world is not only profound and 
distinct but totally whacked. I loved it. However, as much as I liked the museum, 
Cadaqués is where I left my heart. 
      It is a small whitewashed pueblo on 
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. There are 
only about a thousand people who live there in 
the reflection of the pure blue  water. The 
beach is lined with a walk way that curves  
graciously, carrying the residents from one 
side of the village to the next. Cars barely drive 
there, they couldnôt even if they wanted, as the 
roads are about as wide as a king-sized bed. I 
think calling them paths would be more      
accurate. Cascading on the walls are vines  
colored with pink florets that grab you as you 
circumnavigate the ancient cobbled walkways. 
The sea is as clear as glass, as fluid and cohesive as honey and as blue as a sapphire. That 
image is strong enough to be hypnotic. I could have stared at the harbor for days, to watch 
the boats quilt themselves over the continuous moving waves, their oscillations creating a 
peace that not even the seagulls could disturb. The cafés are quaint, at home in the noise 
of the sea, the people are soft in character as well as presence, but the impact is dynamic. 
Cadaqués carves a niche in the soul of whoever visits it because it is a piece of virgin      
civilization, not having been corrupted by tourists, that emanates happiness, peace, and 
the Spanish culture of the sea. It is no wonder that Dalí was fascinated with this place; it is 
not easy to forget.  And so, Barcelona, despite its popularity and renown, was, to me, a pit 
stop on the way to a little piece of Spanish heaven.     
     
  ïMegan Rechin, HWS class of 2011, Scientific Journalism /Spanish  

-Photo of Cadaqués by M. Rechin 



To submit news or announcements to the Suffolk  

Madrid Newsletter, please stop by the main office and talk to  

Ms. McAllister .  Suffolk Madrid, November 2009. 

   

   

 

 SUMC News:  

 

¶ Spanish professor Dr. Mercedes 
Caballer Dondalza will be speaking 
at the Círculo de Bellas Artes on 
Thursday, November 5th, at 7:00 
pm. The Conference is on Carmen 
de Burgos and Ramón Gómez de la 
Serna, ñCien A¶os Despu®s: 1909-
2009ò. Prof. Caballer will be       
presenting her paper, ñCarmen de 
Burgos, las  contradicciones de un compromiso 
entre literatura y vidaò. The public is welcome. 

 

¶ SUMC hosted a cultural         
exchange on October 28th. Some 
thirty students took part in the hour
-long intercambio : Suffolk students 
met their peers from the Instituto 
Internacional, La Universidad  
Complutense, as well as CEU San 
Pablo for an evening of cultural 
games and  conversation in English 
and   Spanish. 

Biking in La Casa de Campo 

 

Hiking in La Pedriza 

Students took a bike tour of Madrid and the Casa de 
Campo on October 9th. It was hours of great exercise and 
a great time! Above, in front of the lake at the end of the 
tour, are l-r: S. Salazar, T. Allen-Lightfoot, J. Gjknuri, A. 
Haynes, C. Sternberg, E. Lobozzo, J. Figueroa, and E. 
Vincent. In front, l -r:  M. Loscertales, M. Stevens, M.  
Donnelly and C. Luna. 

Above: el Castillo de Manzanares 
el Real. Below: starting off in 
Mataelpino. Below right: on the 
path in La Pedriza Regional Park.
   

The Student Council hosted its annual Halloween party 
on October 30th. As always, the decorating was great. 

There were she-vampires, Ghostbusters,  the Spice Girls. 
Even Steve Urkel and Sarah Palin put in appearances!  

Halloween 

On October 17th we went to 
La Pedriza for a hike. The 
rolling hills and   dazzlingly 
blue skies offered just a few 
shady patches under the 
pine trees. Once in       
Manzanares el Real, the 
castle begged an in-depth 
investigation, which was 
irresistible. A watering hole 
(aka sidewalk café) was the  
final stop before heading 
back home.   

-Photos courtesy of Christina Luna 


