Early Research Project (ERP)

Goals

The primary objective of the ERP experience is to help students develop the skills to critically analyze, synthesize, conduct, and present psychological research.  Students are not necessarily expected to independently develop and conduct a project from beginning to end.  Instead, in collaboration with their mentor, they will immerse themselves in a number of research-related activities during their first two years in the program to begin developing the research competencies required to function independently as a clinical psychologist. Although students may be involved in multiple projects that are ongoing in their research lab, they must identify one particular study that they will ultimately present to the faculty in an oral and written form.  This research may be qualitative, correlational, quasi-experimental, or experimental in design, and can involve the collection of new data or secondary analysis of an existing data set.

Timeline

One important component of the ERP is the ability to develop and adhere to a feasible and well developed research timeline. Ideally, a timeline presents research goals to be achieved starting no later than February 1 of the first year through May of the second year; it should present relevant activities for each semester (including the summer). The timeline will be part of the project proposal (see below), should be developed in close collaboration with the research mentor, and may cover such activities as reviewing a literature, developing requisite data collection or coding skills, obtaining IRB approval for a project, data collection, data analysis, presentation at a conference, submission of a manuscript, etc).  However, the following three elements of the timeline are required (more detail on each of these elements is provided below): 

(1)  A 2-3 page proposal, approved by the research mentor, is submitted for departmental approval no later than February 1st of the first year.

(2) An oral presentation of some component of the student’s research activities is completed during April of the student’s second year

(3) A written presentation of some component of the student’s research is completed and submitted to the department for approval prior to the beginning of the semester of year 3.  

Project Proposal

ERP proposals should be submitted to the Program Coordinator no later the February 1st. At least two members of the Early Research Project Committee review each proposal within two weeks of submission to ensure that the required elements presented below are included. A letter either indicating approval of the proposal or requesting revision and/or clarification is sent to the student and the research mentor.  All successful proposals and final approved ERP documents are considered public documents to be kept on file and shared with other students as a guide.

The following elements must be present in the Early Research Project proposal: 

· Presence of a clearly defined statement of the research question/problem.

· Presence of a clearly articulated research strategy and methodology.

· Description of data to be utilized (if archival data) or data collection methods.

· Description of measures/measurement strategy and/or data analysis strategy to be employed.

· Presence of a timeline 

· Inclusion of an IRB/Request for Approval of Research RAR plan if necessary.

· Presence of research mentor signature.

Proposal approval is contingent upon these criteria being fully addressed. The approval form is on the web at http://www.suffolk.edu/college/12138.html. 

Oral Presentation

Students are assigned a date in April of their second year on which they are required to conduct an oral presentation of their ERP research.  These presentations are open to all students and faculty in the department.  Each presentation should provide an overview of the relevant literature, identify a research problem or question and hypotheses (if appropriate), describe the methods used to conduct the research, present the major results and discuss limitations and implications of the project. Each presenter is allocated exactly 10 minutes for a prepared presentation (typically Power point) which is immediately followed by a 10 minute question and answer period. Written feedback is provided to both student and research mentor within one week of the presentation. 
APA-style Manuscript 

Students are required to submit a written manuscript as a final requirement of the Early Research Project.  This manuscript should be carefully formatted to comply with APA guidelines.  Specifically, the paper should include an abstract, introduction, method section, results, discussion and reference list. The APA publication manual should be consulted for all matters of current style and format (the sample manuscript is particularly useful). The Early Research Project Manuscript Advisor Signoff form must be turned in alongside the final electronic version of the ERP manuscript to the Program Coordinator. This form can be obtained on the website here: http://www.suffolk.edu/college/12137.html.
At least two members of the Early Research Project committee will review the final manuscript to ensure that it contains the required elements and is formatted exactly in accordance with APA guidelines. A letter either indicating approval of the proposal (based on the inclusion of the required elements) or requesting revision and/or clarification is sent to the student and the research mentor.  Additionally, the reviewers may provide some comments and feedback reflecting their personal impressions of, and reactions to, the paper. This optional feedback does not require any response by the student.   
If it is the student’s intention to apply to receive a Master’s degree in the May of their second year, the ERP manuscript must be submitted to the Program Coordinator no later than the third Friday in April. Students with this goal are strongly advised to ensure that their ERP manuscript includes the required elements, is formatted in APA style, and is submitted to their research mentor well in advance of the departmental deadline.  For a September degree award, the manuscript must be submitted no later than the third Friday in August. 
Failure to complete the Early Research Project prior to the first day of the fall semester of the student’s 3rd year may result in that student being required to register for the Psych 780: Early Research Project Preparation elective in lieu of a fourth content-based course. If the student has not completed the ERP by the grades deadline of the fall semester, the student will be required to drop all coursework for the spring and register for the one-credit full-time course Psych 001: Early Research Project Continuation. A student may still participate in practicum with faculty permission. A student who has still not completed his or her Early Research Project by the end of the spring semester of the third year will not be making satisfactory progress through the program and will be required to petition the Committee on Standards & Ethics for continuance in the program

ERP Resources

Students can be reimbursed for up to $150 for research expenses related to the ERP. Appropriate research expenses for which reimbursement can be requested include equipment, tests, postage, and participant payments. Researcher travel, food, parking, etc. are not considered research resources and will not be reimbursed. Detailed guidelines and forms can be found at http://www.suffolk.edu/college/12138.html.

10/2/2009

