
 

LexisNexis Academic: News, Business, and People
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Use LexisNexis Academic for:

●     Obtaining news articles in major U.S. and foreign newspapers.
●     Finding business news and company financial information.
●     Finding legal materials. Note: the Legal section of Lexis will be covered in a separate guide.
●     Finding biographical information.

Access to LexisNexis Academic

Access to LexisNexis is limited to current Suffolk University students and faculty. To access LexisNexis go to the Sawyer Library 
web page at www.suffolk.edu/sawlib/sawyer.htm. Select Databases by Subject. LexisNexis Academic will be found on the 
business, social sciences, and general resources lists.

LexisNexis Academic Opening Screen

The red Search banner on the opening screen lists five research 
categories, General, News, Legal, Business, and People, the latter 
four of which leads to a content specific search screen. 

This guide shall be limited to the sections covering News, 
Business, and People. 

The opening screen defaults to the General search, which includes 
Easy and Power Search options; however the Sawyer Library 
recommends the use of the content specific search options. 

http://www.suffolk.edu/sawlib/sawyer.htm
http://www.suffolk.edu/sawlib/sawyer.htm


News Search

Choose News from the red banner. 

Enter your search terms and connectors, and 
choose where the terms should be placed. 

For example the terms: geothermal AND 
Iceland are being searched in the Headline 
and Lead Paragraphs of the article. 

Whereas the term electricity may appear 
anywhere in the text of the document. 

Allowing all the terms to appear anywhere in 
article may generate thousands of results. 

Limiting the location of the terms to the 
headline and leading paragraph may help 
to generate fewer but more appropriate 
results. 

Placing certain terms in the Headline or Lead 
paragraph and other terms anywhere in the 
document, will limit the results to only those 
articles which contain the additional term. 

The AND connector is sufficient for most 
searches: "and" stipulates that both terms 
must appear in the article. 

The OR connector expands the search. For 
example, Iceland OR Norway will retrieve 
articles that mention either Iceland, or 
Norway, or both. 

The WITHIN connector requires the terms to 
be present within the designated section of the 
article. 

Next, specify the news source from the drop-
down box. For most News searches, U.S. 
Newspapers and Wires, will be sufficient. 

However other options are available, such as: 
Business news 
Book, Movie, Music and Play reviews 
Non-U.S. Newspapers 
Non-English Language News 
Transcripts. 

Furthermore, a short cut is offered to a few 
select publications: 
The New York Times 
The Washington Post 
Time Magazine 
Business Week 



The Financial Times of London 
The Chronicle of Higher Education 
USA Today 

Finally, determine the date, or range of dates: 
previous week, month(s), year(s). 

The resulting articles are displayed in reverse 
chronological order on the main portion of the 
screen. 

The left portion of the screen groups the 
publication titles by category. 

Search a Single Specific Newspaper 



To see if LexisNexis covers a specific newspaper or magazine, choose the 
beige Sources tab. 

Enter the name of the newspaper or periodical. 

Select the appropriate publication(s) from the resulting list 

Click 'ok to continue.' 

This will bring the user to the Power Search screen, with the chosen 
publication named as the source. 

Most major U.S. papers and many international ones are contained in Lexis. 
In addition to Boston's major papers, the (Boston Globe and the Boston 
Herald) LexisNexis also covers the New York Times, the Washington Post, 
and the Financial Times of London. 

Search a Group of Newspapers from a Single State or Region 

Search for newspapers by state: 

To search all of the Massachusetts (or 
another state's) newspapers simultaneously, 
choose the Sources Tab and the red Find 
Sources button. Then, in the Keyword box, 
type the name of your state followed by 
News Sources - for example 
Massachusetts News Sources. Click the 
check box next to the file Massachusetts 
News Sources and click the red OK-
Continue button. From here, you will be 
taken directly to the Power Search form. 

The contents of the selected file includes 
the: 

●     Lowell Sun (Lowell, MA) 
●     Sentinel & Enterprise (Fitchburg, 

Massachusetts) 
●     Springfield Republican 

(Massachusetts) 
●     Telegram & Gazette (Massachusetts) 
●     The Berkshire Eagle (Pittsfield, 

Massachusetts) 
●     The Boston Globe 
●     The Boston Herald 
●     The Patriot Ledger 

For those who remember the Northeast 



Regional file for news (or the Midwest 
Regional, Southeast Regional, or Western 
Region) in the old Guided News search 
interface, use the Find Sources Keyword 
box to type: 

●     Northeast Regional 
●     Southeast Regional 
●     Midwest Regional 
●     Western Region 

Selecting the desired file brings up the 
Power Search form, with the source already 
specified. 

Company Profiles, SEC Filings, and Company Comparisons. 

The Business category from the red banner on the opening screen leads to the 
main Company Dossier search screen. 

Additional Business search options are listed on the right side of the screen: 
create a list of companies, compare companies, company profiles, SEC filings, 
accounting, and country profiles. 

Search for a Single Company: 

The Company Dossier opening screen retrieves information on a single company from several 
sources contained within Lexis (Disclosure, CoreData, Hoover's, Directory of Corporate Affiliations, 
etc.) and gathers it together in one multi-section report, with links to the individual contributing 
sources. 

The lengthy "Snapshot" section contains: 

●     a business description 
●     stock quotes 
●     SIC/NAICS codes 
●     current news 
●     key competitors 
●     bond ratings. 

Other sections include: 



●     corporate hierarchy 
●     extensive financial information 
●     legal information (with links to recent court cases). 

In most instances, a search by company name or ticker symbol is adequate. 

Generate a List of Companies:

Create a list of companies based on specific 
criteria combinations, such as: 

●     company type (public, private, 
subsidiary), 

●     company size (based on revenue 
and / or number of employees), 

●     industry (as defined by SIC or 
NAICS codes), 

●     and geographic information. 

Note: this form provides a helpful look-up 
function for SIC and NAICS codes. 
Alternatively, if a company in a given 
industry has already been identified, use that 
company's primary SIC code to help identify 
others in the industry. 

In addition, the Search drop-down box offers 
the option of searching for terms within 
the 

●     Business Description 
●     Brands/Products list 
●     or Competitors list. 

For example, a search for public companies 
with "blood pressure" in the business 
description pulls up a list of 39 companies, 
and a search for public companies 



competing with Nike brings a list of 21 
companies, including Adidas, Puma, and 
Asics. 

Users will be prompted to dictate the amount 
of information displayed in the final list 
(contact information, company and financial 
profiles). The list may be downloaded into 
Excel. 

Compare Companies: 

Users may compare up to five companies 
simultaneously. The resulting report provides 
a side-by-side comparison of assets, 
liabilities, income statement, and ratio 
analysis. Results may be downloaded into 
Excel. 

Company Profiles:

In most instances, users will 
wish to do a simple search by 
company name. This will 
result in all the available 
company profiles for that 
company (or, limit to a 
specific company profile 
publisher, such as Hoover's.) 
Publishers include Disclosure, 
Hoover's, and Standard & 
Poor's. Many of these reports 
are the sources for the 
consolidated information 
presented in the Company 
Dossier single company 
search. 

The Enter Search Terms 
field (with the Terms and 
Connectors radio button 
activated) will let users 
generate a list of company 
profiles based on certain 
criteria. 

For example, to search for 



profiles of companies that 
produce surgical and medical 
instruments located in 
Massachusetts, type: 
sic (3841) and state (ma), 
check off U.S. Company 
reports, and limit to the 
previous year. 

[Note: to find the SIC code, 
either use the primary SIC 
code of a company already 
identified in that industry, or 
use the look-up function on 
the Create a Company List 
search form.] 

Once the list of profiles has 
been generated, use the 
"Result Groups" menu to 
view by profile publisher. 

SEC Filings 

Lexis contains the full-text of 
the SEC (Securities and 
Exchange Commission) 
Edgar filings back to 1993. 

A search by company name 
or ticker will retrieve the 
filings for that company. 

Use the Additional Terms 
box to generate a list of SEC 
filings based on specific 
criteria. For example, to find 
filings for companies based 
in Massachusetts that 
produce surgical and medical 
instruments, type: 
sic ( 3841 ) and state 
(massachusetts), 
and limit to 10-K forms in 
the previous year. 

[Note: to find the numerical 
designation of an industry, or 
SIC code, either use the 
primary SIC code of a 
company already identified 
in that industry, or use the 
look-up function on the 



Create a Company List 
search form.] 

The Select Sources drop-
down list lets users limit to a 
specific SEC form, such as 
the 10-K, 10-Q, 20-F (for 
issuers registered in foreign 
countries whose securities 
traded in the U.S.), the 
Annual Reports to 
Shareholders, and the 
Exhibits. 

Accounting Literature 

The Accounting Literature sources include: 

●     AICPA publications (full text of all the 
articles from the Journal of Accountancy, 
Tax Adviser, CPA Letter, and the Tax 
Division Newsletter back to 1987) 

●     the current edition of the GAAP (Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles) Guide 
Levels A, B, C, and D (formerly known as 
the Miller GAAP Guide) 

●     the GAAS Guide (Generally Accepted 
Auditing Standards). 

To find out the coverage details of a given 
publication, select the publication title and click the 
"i." 

A more comprehensive list of accounting resources (many of 
which are not listed on the Accounting search screen Select 
Sources box) may be found by choosing the beige Sources 
tab, choosing find sources, and checking off: 

●     Accounting & Tax under the Industry topics box 
(123 sources) 

●     or by checking off Accounting Law under the Legal 
topics box (87 sources). 

Then click the Find Sources button to view the title list. 
Some sources appear on both lists, however most titles on 



each list are unique. 

Check off the source(s) to be searched and click "ok to 
continue," and this will lead to the Power Search screen, 
with the selected source(s) specified. 

Some of these sources on the industry and legal topics lists 
are reference book materials, and they include a "Browse" 
feature, which allows navigation through the book's table of 
contents. These titles include: 

●     Accountants' Handbook, 2007 
●     GAAP Guide Levels A, B, C, and D, current edition 
●     GAAS Guide, 2007 
●     Miller Governmental GAAP Guide, 2007 
●     Miller GAAP for Not-For-Profit Organization Audits, 

2007 
●     A Guide to Forensic Accounting Investigation, 2006 

For example, a search 
for fraud and 
motivation in the 
titles: 

●     Accountants' 
Handbook 

●     A Guide to 
Forensic 
Accounting 
Investigation 

●     and Beyond 
Sarbannes-
Oxley 
Compliance 

generates 13 results. 



Country Profiles 

The Country Profiles section allows searches for 
news and research reports on a particular country. 

The news sources provide articles on current 
economic and political conditions, frequently 
relating to specific industry and business areas. Two 
sources are devoted to assessing the potential risk 
of doing business in a particular country, and four 
sources provide information on current business 
opportunities: government contracts, bids, and 
RFPs (request for proposal). 

Not every country is covered by every source. To 
see information about what each source covers, 
select the source and click the "i." 

Select Country drop-down box: 
Search accross all countries (for a concept or criteria 
specified in the Additional Terms box, e.g. Global 
warming), or choose a single country. 
Unfortunately, choosing a single country for an 
Economic & Political news search, only means that 
the country is mentioned in the article; the article is 
not necessarily devoted to that country. Use the 
Additional Terms box to narrow and focus the 
search. 



Source Type: 
The source type box helps in the decision of what 
specific source to choose under the Select Sources 
box, by grouping the options by category: economic/
political news, business opportunities, or risk reports. 

Select Sources: 
Only one source may be searched at a time. For a 
description of the source, select it and click the 
"i." [Note lists of countries covered, and note 
frequency of updating.] 

Additional Terms: 
Narrow the search by adding in 
additional terms (using the Terms 
and Connectors option): 

Economic & Political News 
searches may be narrowed by 
adding additional concepts 
(climate change AND emissions; 
interest rates AND inflation; etc.), 
which may appear anywhere in the 
article. 

To specify that a term appears in 
the headline (or headline & lead 
paragraph) of an article, for 
example a country name, type: 

●     headline (Iceland) to find 
articles with the term 
Iceland in the headline. 

●     hlead (Iceland) to find 
articles with the term 
Iceland in the headline or 
leading paragraph of the 
article 

●     hlead (Iceland) and 
geothermal to find articles 
with Iceland in the headline 
or lead paragraph, and the 
term geothermal mentioned 
anywhere in the article. 

This strategy of placing terms in 
the headline will work in the BBC, 
Global Insight, Business Monitor 
News, and the Interfax News 
Agency. 



People: Biographical Information 

Biographical Information: 

LexisNexis Academic describes this section as 
the tool to use "to search for information on 
directors, politicians, celebrities and other 
leading figures in their field. The information 
may contain data such as positions, date of birth, 
education, achievements and interests." 

Biographical sources: 

Newspaper sources are combined together with 
directory publications to gather multiple 
biographical information sources under a single 
search screen. Newspaper articles, obituaries, 
and specialized directories (providing 
information on corporate and government 
leaders, and professionals in law and medicine) 
are included. 

The first option, Biographies Plus News, 
searches a broad range of publications, and is 
likely to give results for prominent names and 
professionals in most areas. 

Polls and Survey Information 

LexisNexis Academic used to provide Polls and Survey information maintained by the Roper Center for Public Opinion 
Research. These materials are no longer available. LexisNexis does contain news coverage from the Gallup Poll (the Gallup Poll 
News Service and the Gallup Poll Tuesday Briefing), however as of March 2008, neither of these files were current: 

●     Gallup Poll News Service 
Coverage: From February 20, 2003 
Update-Schedule: Not currently updated. 

●     Gallup Poll Tuesday Briefing 
Coverage: From January 15, 2002 through March 03, 2006 
Frequency: No longer published. 

As of March 13, 2008, the most recent results of a search for Clinton and Obama in the Gallup files were dated from October 17, 
2007. 



An alternative method of 
obtaining news items that 
refer to poll and survey 
results is to employ 
index terms in a News 
search. 

On the News search 
screen, click the 
Add Index Terms, [+]
Show button. 

The display of available 
Index Terms will appear. 
The terms are grouped by 
category: 

●     Industry 
●     Subject 
●     Region 

Polls and Surveys are 
under the Subject 
category. 

The search illustrated 
here looks for articles 
with these criteria: 

●     Both of the terms, 
Clinton and 
Obama, are 
placed in the 
Headline of the 
article. 

●     Polls and Surveys 
are the index 
terms. 

●     U.S. newspapers 
and wires make 
up the sources. 

●     The search is 
limited to the 
most recent 3 
months. 

This search generated 
918 results, the most 
recent of which are dated 
in March 2008. Numbers 
1, 5, and 6 refer to recent 



polls and public opinion 
in the headline. 
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