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Literature Reviews 
 
A "Review of the Literature" involves specific research that is, by its very nature, a 
secondary source. A scholar provides an evaluative overview of existing literature on a 
topic. Several of the library's online databases enable search capabilities for literature 
reviews. 
 
One methodology to conduct a literature review is to use Boolean and adjacency 
operators. Let's look at a literature review search using EBSCO's Academic Search 
Complete. 
 
We will do a search for literature reviews concerning politics and partnerships. Please 
note the search structure: 
 
• the first word is the subject of the search, "politics"  
• we want to limit our search to "partnerships" in politics. To limit searches, use the 

Boolean search operator "AND" (first red underlined word)  
• as a result, we have "politics AND partnerships"  
• we also want to limit this search to literature reviews, so we include "review" after a 

second Boolean "AND" search operator  
• because we want to search for "literature reviews" and the synonym phrase "review 

of the literature", we will conduct the search using an adjacency operation. "w2" 
(third red underline) means "within 2 words." It will look for the words "review" and 
"literature" within two words of each other, no matter the order of the words.  

• lastly, we will type in the word "literature"  
 
Therefore, this search will be executed as: 
 
 find all of the articles inclusive of the words "politics" and "partnerships." The 

retrieved articles must also include the words "review" and "literature" within two 
words of each other. 
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Execute the Search 
 
The retrieved results are displayed in this screen shot.  Six articles were retrieved (red 
rectangle). 
 
Note that the result is entitled "Partnerships for Sustainable Development." Because of 
our search strategy, this article should include a literature review. Click on the article's 
title to review the abstract.  
 

 
 
 
Review the Abstract 
 
Bibliographic information concerning the article is displayed. Note that the abstract 
indicates that the article will “review the available literature” (red underline) concerning 
partnerships in politics. 
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There are many other strategies to conduct literature reviews. Many databases enable 
users to execute a search for literature reviews in the advanced search options. Please 
review each database's help menus, or consult with a reference librarian, if you have 
questions concerning literature review research. 


