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Retrieving Information Found in the Sawyer Library's Online Catalog 
 
A search has been conducted using the Sawyer Library's online catalog. What do the 
retrieved results mean, and where will the source be located? 
 
To begin, conduct a keyword search for information sources concerning "economic 
policy." 
 

 
 
Reviewing the Results List  
 
A screen with the retrieved results appears from the search strategy conducted.  The 
red arrow points to the retrieved results. This particular keyword search using the 
Boolean operator AND yielded 953 results from the online catalog.  
 

 
 
The results list includes brief information identifying the title, author, publisher and 
copyright date, and Suffolk University location.  To view a resource’s bibliographic 
record, clicked on the title link (red arrow).   
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Reviewing a Specific Bibliographic Record 
 
The red numbers are situated next to several of the important parts of this bibliographic 
record: 
 
1 the Author is Perkins, Dwight H.   
2 the Title is the title of this specific work: "Economics of Development"  
3 Publisher information is important when citing this work in a bibliography or footnote. 

The publisher is "W.W. Norton" located in "New York". This specific book was 
copyrighted (the "c" before the date) in 2006.  

4 the "Description" (information not needed for bibliographies) is a physical description 
of this work:  
- "xxv" means that there are 25 pages in the foreword and introduction  
- "864 p." tells us that the book has 864 pages  
- "ill." means that this work includes illustrations, such as charts or drawings  
- "27 cm" is the height of the book in centimeters (27 cm is about 10.5 inches)  

5 identifies the Library of Congress subject headings assigned to this book. There are 
two: "Developing countries -- Economic policy," and "Economic development." 
Clicking on either of the two links will retrieve all books assigned to that subject 
heading. Note: this is an excellent way to find additional books related to your topic. 
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Reviewing the Specific Status of this Book 
 
This last, basic part of the screen provides three information points (red numbers) to 
help you locate the book: 
 
1 the first is "LOCATION." This informs the user that the item is held by the Sawyer 

Library.  
2 the second is "CALL #," the call number for the item. Items in the Suffolk University 

libraries are arranged on the shelf by the Library of Congress (LC) classification 
system. Most of the books in the Sawyer Library are shelved on the fourth floor; 
Reference books are located on the main floor (second) of the library.  
- Please note that the call number is also a link; clicking on the call number 

provides the user with the ten titles and call numbers surrounding the book. This 
helps you to determine whether or not this is a good area to browse for additional 
sources concerning your topic.  

3 the last point is "STATUS." "CHECK SHELF" informs the user the book is supposed 
to be in; if the book is checked out to another person, a date indicating when the 
book is due back would be displayed. 

 

 
 
 


