
Steven Russo, CFA, MSF ô99 at 

the Downtown Harvard Club  
 

Lastly, he stressed the importance 

of capitalizing on the knowledge 

of your co-workers, supervisors, 

and mentors.  Bottom lineñStay 

challenged. 

     After an evoking  introduction 

by fellow alumnus, David Smithô98, 

Steven Russo spoke about his ex-

periences as a Suffolk student and 

as a professional.  Mr. Russo, a 1994 

graduate of the MS in Finance Pro-

gram, addressed a crowd of 100+ 

current students, alumni, faculty, 

administrators and guests at the 
Suffolk Club at the Downtown Har-

vard Club this past October provid-

ing interesting insight on how to 

flourish in an economy that is in a 

state of crisis.    Mr. Russo asserted 

that òthe best growth experiences 

are a product of change or transfor-

mation and that environments that 

are in a state of flux may not be as 

stable, but they can offer the oppor-

tunity to expand your horizons and 

skills.ó   

     Mr. Russo is the Vice President, 

Investment Officer for Plimoth 

Investment Advisors.   He re-

ceived both his BS in Economics 

and MS in Finance  from Suffolk 

University.  He also holds a CFA 

designation from the CFA Institu-

tion and is a member of the Bos-

ton Security Analyst Society.    

Steve periodically appears on 

NBC 10 News Sunrise with Frank 
Coletta, giving valuable commen-

tary about the economy .  He can 

also be heard  on local talk radio 

co-hosting Investment Spotlight, a 

monthly program educating con-

sumers on the economy and in-

vesting. 

   The overwhelming message 

presented to the audience by Mr. 

Russo was to never settle for 

complacency which can be  

achieved by constantly enhancing 

your skills. 

Fall Networking Reception with Steven Russo, CFA, MSF ô94 

Message from the Chair by Professor Ki Han 

     This year 

has been filled 

with remind-

ers of the 

precarious 

and uncertain 

nature of our 

world.  We 

have born 

witness to 
one disastrous development after 

another, with the financial market 

being particularly hard-hit.  About 

the time we thought that the mar-

ket had hit the bottom and the 

value of assets could not go down 

further, it taught us, by plunging 

dramatically, that we were wrong.  

The media was dominated by fi-

nancial news.  It seemed almost 

impossible to read newspapers 

without encountering unpleasant 

market movements.  I am glad that 

the end seems near.  I do not 

know whom you voted for on 

November 4th, and it is too early 

to tell whether the country 

picked the right person, but I am 

certain that the presidentð elect 

has picked a magnificent group of 

people for his economic team.  It 

is hard to deny that they are the 

best minds available to tackle the 

current economic crisis.  I am 
optimistic that lots of encouraging 

news is in the pipeline next year. 
     As always, it is my great privi-

lege and pleasure to update you 

on our Department.  Last fall our 

Program recruited almost a re-

cord number of students.  They 

show great potential through 

their GMAT, GPA, recommenda-

tion letters, and work experience.  

They will add to the prestige of 

the Program , and they will even-

tually join our brilliant group of 

alumni.  Another important  
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Welcome New  

Students 2009  

Matthew Ahonen 

Oladipo Aina 

Gabriel-Angelo Ajayi 

Lusine Antonyan 

Margaret Aylward 

Gregory Bednarz 

Anoop Basavarajaiah 

Amit Bhan 

Jeffrey Carter 

Michael Cecere 

Melanie Charos 

Jason Crowley 

Leanne Bernier 

Matthew Carrozza 

Hsin-I Chen 

Quan Cheng 

Kate Corkery 

Jason Domina 

Patrick Doyle 

Nicholas Dutter 

Denise England 

Christopher Eydenberg 

Taylor Famiglietti 

Sean Favata 

Valerie Fennell 

Andrew Griffin 

James Healy 

Ayana Jeffers 

Stephen Johannessen 

Andrew Johnson 

Continued on page 3... 

 

development I am  proud to share 

with you is that our Finance faculty 

members were remarkably pro-

ductive this year.  Virtually every-

one made good progress in their 

scholarly activities.  Professor 

Karen Simonyan was especially 

successful:  His co-authored manu-

script, òManagement Quality, Fi-

nancial and Investment Policies, 
and Asymmetric Information,ó was  

published in the prestigious Journal 

of Financial and Quantitative Analysis.  

Also, I am proud to inform you 

that Professors Shahriar Khaksari 

and Lin Guo had their co-authored 

paper published in another prestig-

ious journal, Journal of Financial 

Intermediation:  òThe Impact of 

Corporate Governance on Per-

formance  Differences in Privately-

Owned versus State-Owned 

Banks:  An International Compari-

son.ó      (Continued on page 4)  



Steve Mazzone ô96 has accepted the 

position of Packaging Manufacturing Engi-

neering Leader for Aero Packaging; 

Vanessa Fader ô98 recently accepted a 

new position as the Commercial Resources 

Program Manager at Thermo Fisher Scien-

tific.  She also recently purchased a home 

with her husband Matt in Newton, NH; 

Ken Snell ô99 was promoted to Portfolio 

Manager at Bank of America; John Leon-
etti ô01 published a book titled òExiting 

Your Business, Protecting Your WealthñA 

Strategic Guide for Owners and Their Advi-

sorsó [ John Wiley & Sons, 2008 ];  Hiro 

Kuwayama ô02 and wife Yasuyo Ku-

wayama welcomed their first child Kimika 

on October 4th in Tokya;  William Con-

roy ô04 recently accepted a position as a 

Senior Financial Analyst at Becton Dickin-

son and Company in the Medical Ophthal-

mic Division; Bethany Roy ô04 and her 

husband Danny welcomed a baby girl , Julia 

Peyton on 12/1/08; Angela Miele ô06 has 

been elected to the Association of Conti-
nuity Planners (ACP) NYC Chapter Board 

of Directors; Benjamin Pittsley õ07 and 

Miriam Pittsley (formerly Rubinstein) 

ô07 were married in May 2008; Charles 

Haner ô08 recently accepted the posi-

tion of Financial Analyst with NSTAR; 

Lisa Bagley ô08 recently accepted the 

position of Finance Manager with 

Akamai; Sarah Garber ô08 recently 

accepted the position of Senior Treas-

ury Associate with Bain Capital.  Mark 

Botelho ô08 and Joan Vivaldelli were 

married in  August 2008; Nicole 

Thorne ô08 was promoted to Product 
Delivery Officer (Treasury) at Bank of 

America. 
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MSF Grapevine...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Most of my career in Alumni Relations 

was spent at MIT, most recently as Direc-

tor of Alumni Relations at the Sloan 

School of Management.  It was a wonder-

ful institution and a wonderful training 

ground..  It was there that I learned just 

how powerful a network of peers can be. 

How that network can ð literally ð make 

the difference in a personõs career. How it 

can put you on the path to more  

do things that may on the surface seem  

inconsequential ð when we send out post 

cards asking that you log on and update  

your records so that our information on  
you is accurate; when we place articles in 

Suffolk magazines regaling the value of net-

working and of our alumni database; when 

we host events and implore you to bring 

business cards and share them with your 

fellow Suffolk University alumni ð look 

beyond the surface.  Recognize that  
you can never predict when you might 

make that magical, serendipitous contact. 

And recognize that it will only happen if 

you cause it to!  Now more than ever is 

the time to make yourself known and ac-

cessible to your fellow alumni.   For your 

benefit and theirs.  
     Remember, Suffolk University finance 

alumni are among the best in the country.  

Your academic preparation, your skill and 

your intelligence have all worked to make 

the Suffolk brand in finance very strong.  

Remember, too, that you are part of ð or, 

rather, can be if you choose to be ð part of 

an equally strong network of fellow alumni.  
 

 I hope you all have a wonderful new year.  

Message from the New Director of Alumni Relations Eliza Parrish  

prominence, more influence and authority, 

and significantly greater earning potential 

than would ever be possible in its absence. 

    Thatõs why, today, as Director of  
Alumni Relations at the Sawyer Business 

School, you so often hear me going on   
about building your personal network 

among Suffolk University alumni.   Truth be 

told, alumni relations departments exist for 

many reasons. Not surprisingly, many of 

those reasons are focused on supporting 

the mission of the school and helping to 

keep its brand strong for both current and 

future alumni ð and for the business, politi-

cal, and media communities at large.  And 

these reasons are well and good. And good 

for you, too.  Because if Suffolk is well-

perceived, your degree will be well-

perceived.  But when I was asked to write 

something introducing myself to you in this 

newsletter, there was no question as to my 

subject. Particularly given the nearly insane 

financial and business climate that exists in 
todayõs world.  I knew I had to impress on 

you the urgency of creating and/or expand-

ing your personal network so you can sus-

tain and expand your career.  

     So when we in Suffolk Alumni Relations  

Scenes from 

our  

Fall Reception 



     I remember a conversation 

during grad school with a fellow 

student.  After solving most of 

the worldõs problems in less 

than an hour, we turned our 

attention to identifying the 

greatest shortcoming of the 

Graduate Programs in Finance.  

We concluded the greatest 

shortcoming rested with every-
oneõs expectations.  Even today, 

how many students look to our 

advanced degree solely as a 

means of getting to a better job 

in financial services?  And the 

question became, òWhy set the 

bar so low?ó  

     My compatriot and I came 

from non-financial backgrounds; 

we both grasped the concept of 

self-employment and under-

stood becoming òMasters of 

Financeó provided us with an 

inside track that other non-

financial peers simply did not 

have.  And while we merely 

ordered another beverage and 

moved on to other topics 

(including his improbable speed-

ing ticket on the Autobahn), the 

question has continued to gnaw 

at me for nearly 15 years.  

     Imagine if we set the bar 

higher for ourselves?  Alumni, 

students, the Graduate Programs 

in Finance and Suffolk University 

itself should all strive for more.  

How many alumni have started or 

currently own a business?  Imag-

ine how many jobs we could cre-

ate for future alumni if we owned 

the companies and didnõt just see 

ourselves as operational employ-

ees.  
     What about students? Imagine 

if attending receptions and being 

an MSF mentor after graduation 

were part of the expectations, 

such that social interactions and 

keeping touch with the school 

after graduation became integral 

parts of the MSF experience.  

How many current students can 

identify more than two alumni by 

name?   

     Next, imagine if students fo-

cused on finance careers outside 

of the financial services industry.  

Health care, government and 

education are the other three 

largest employment sectors in the 

Boston area, and each ð for bet-

ter or worse ð are growth indus-

tries in our economy.  Each in-

dustry is much more recession 

resistant than financial services, 

yet financial management in any of 

these careers is rarely a career 

choice for our MSF students. 

     And the Graduate Programs 

in Finance?  I can find one school 

in the nation with an M.S. in 

Healthcare Financial Manage-

ment.  What would it take to 

craft a program to meet the 

growing demand in the field of 

health care? 

     Moreover, what about Suf-
folk Universityõs expectations 

for itself?  Suffolk University has 

a $70 million endowment.  Who 

manages this fund?  Imagine if 

the fund manager was Suffolk 

Universityõs MSF program, under 

the guidance of a world class 

faculty member who specialized 

in the portfolio challenges facing 

endowments and non-profits.  

Imagine creating a new specialty 

within the field of finance, such 

that endowment funds would be 

competing to get Suffolkõs top 

grads to manage their portfolios.  

What message would that send 

from our University to the busi-

ness world and prospective 

students about our own expec-

tations? 

    What if everyone reading this 

just imagined ð and took action 

ð on one item that would raise 

the bar for all of us? 

Congratulations Graduates! 
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New Students 2008  

Continued...  

Timothy Jurevic 

Mo Li 

Evan MacLean 

Keith Morris 

Xin Mu 

Christopher Nardone 

James Pagiatakis 

Alexi Pelanne 

Eric Peloquin 

Marissa Rodriguez 

Jun Shi 

Jose Silva 

Angela Tallo 

Paul Tartufo 

Kuda Tawha 

Joshua Thompson 

Newton Thompson 

Edward Todd 

Sung-Ta Tsai 

Sarah Walsh 

Dana Wiklund 

Daili Xiao 

Emanuil Zahmanov 

Zebin Zheng 

Douglas Armstrong  

Bernardo Aumond 

Hosni Ayachi 

Lisa Bagley 

Mark Botelho 

Thomas Card 

Brian Cauley 

Peter Clemons 

Robert DePascale 

Edis Devedzic 

Steven Dimirsky 

Mouni Djibril 

Emily Duffett 

Pauline Eyenga Mebenga 

Mame Fall 

Matthew Ferrelli 

Brad Francis 

Sarah Garber 

Andrew Gates 

Ismael Gonzalez 

Irina Grinvald 

Charles Haner 

Tatyano Krivolutskaya 

Kathryn Leary 

Stephanie Magnan  

Mateo Mejia 

Ilya Minevich 

 

Trevor Mitchell 

Joseph Montano 

Ken Nguyen 

Emerson Norman 

Andrew OõBrien 

Khamleck Phengsysouvanh 

Juan Velandia Pinzon 

Stephen Rainville 

Genta Ramaj 

Daniel Ruble 

Krishna Sham 

Michael Solari 

Sofia Theodoridou 

Nicole Thorne 

Thomas Walsh 

Xin Yan 

Qing Zhai 

Bo Zhang 

Imagine If We Set the Bar Higher by Robert Chatfield, MSF'95 & Adjunct Professor 

Alumni Profile  



Student Awards 
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The MSF Program is proud to acknowledge the academic success and hard work of several of our students 

over the past year.  These recipients were presented their awards at the Spring Graduate Student Awards 

Reception and the MS in Finance Fall Reception, where the audience of MSF students and alumsñwho can 

best appreciate their effortsñgave them a warm round of congratulations. 

 

Quarterly Award for Excellence  - these students earned a GPA of 3.8 or higher for two consecutive 

terms, while carrying a 6 credit load. 

Matthew Cogliano (Spring)  

Jue Gao (Spring) 

Jiayin Liu (Spring) 

James McKenna (Spring) 

 

 

Outstanding Student of the Year Award - for highest GPA of graduating class 

Bernardo Aumond - January 2008 

Juan Velandia Pinzon - May 2008 

Mark Botelho - September 2008 

 

Student of the Year Award - a GPA of 3.8 or higher for 4 consecutive terms while carrying a 6 credit 

load 

Iness Aguir (Spring) 

James McKenna (Fall) 

Lacey Teixeira (Fall) 

Rosa Vela (Fall) 

Message from the Chair (continued from page 1) 

Finally, our Department held a special semi-

nar on òThe Global Credit Crisisó for our 

stakeholders on November 19.  There was a 

huge turnout.  The seminar was designed to 

help the participants better understand the 

recent turmoil in the financial markets and 

cope with the situation in a more intelligent 

way.  The seminar was led by the three ex-

perts in the area:  Professors Shahriar Khak-

sari, Lin Guo, and Khaled Amira.  It was a 

phenomenal experience. 
     The Department has been working to be 

a value-adding institution in the business 

community.  We have diligently developed 

new courses to provide our students with 

accurate insights into financial matters and 

promoted research into underdeveloped 

areas in finance.  As Peter Drucker, the 

prominent management guru, once men-

tioned, òknowledgeó is the main productive 

factor particularly in this competitive world.  

The Department is well aware of that and will 

continue to work to ensure that our students 

will bring value-adding knowledge to their 

tasks and institutions. 
     I hope you are nicely wrapping up this year 

and embracing a wonderful new year.  Have 

Happy Holidays! 

Kudakwashe Tawha (Fall) 

Lacey Teixeira (Spring) 

Aidan Thompson (Spring) 

Rosa Vela (Spring) 

 2008 MSF Golf Tournament 

With over 30 Alumni, current students, 

and guests in attendance, the 2008 MS in 

Finance Golf Tournament (10th Annual) 

took place on June 21st at the Stow 

Acres Country Club.  The group was 

met with perfect weather for the occa-

sion.  Thanks again to alumnus John 

Brosnahan for organizing the event!  

Plans are in the making for another 

event in June 2009, so stay tuned!  

 

The day is fun and low-key, but there 

was still some stiff competition for the 

prizes:    

Long Drive (men): T. Leenders 

Long Drive (women): Becky Moles 

Straightest Drive: Grant Christman 

Closest to the Pin 1: Lenny Langthorne 

Closest to the Pin 2: Marc Sloope 


