SUPRC/Boston Globe FINAL

Hello, my name is

Region

(N=500) n
Base 106
Northside 16
Southside 107
Central 124
Minority 147

%
21.20

3.20
21.40
24.80
2940

July 13-16, 2025

and | am conducting a survey for Suffolk University and | would like to get

your opinions on some political questions related to the Boston Mayor's Race. Would you be willing to
spend five minutes answering some questions? (If YES proceed; if NO terminate.)

Great, let me get you screened in.

1.

How likely are you to vote in the Boston Mayoral Preliminary Election — would you say you are
very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or not at all likely?

%
89.00
11.00

%
13.40

2.80

5.80

(N=500) n

Very likely 445
Somewhat likely 55

Can you tell me the date of the PRELIMINARY Election or roughly what month it will be held?

(N=500) n

September 9t 67
Right after Labor Day 14
Early September 29
September 390

78.00

Which do you most closely identify as — male, female, or non-binary (gender variant, non-

conforming)?

(N=500) n

Male 228
Female 251
Non-binary (gender variant, non-conforming) ------------- 14
Refused 7

Do you think of yourself as a Democrat, Republican, or Independent?

%
45.60
50.20

2.80

1.40

{IF INDEPENDENT, “Which party would you lean toward/feel closest to?"}

(N=500) n

Democrat 297
Republican 27
Independent 163
Other 4
Refused 9

What is your age category? {READ}

(N=500) n

18-24 Years 21
25-34 Years 83
35-49 Years 134
50-64 Years 135
65-74 Years 82
75 Years or older 43
Refused 2
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%
59.40
5.40
32.60
0.80
1.80

%
4.20
16.60
26.80
27.00
16.40
8.60
0.40
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6.

7.

10.

July 13-16, 2025

For statistical purposes only, can you please tell me what your ethnic background / ancestry is?

%
49.00
25.20

0.00

7.20

0.20
13.00

3.60

0.40

1.40

%
3.80
9.00
24.20
3.20
36.80
22.40
0.20
0.40

%
59.00
8.60
3.40
2.00
0.60
22.00
3.00
0.60
0.80

%

6.60
12.20
21.20
29.60
30.00

0.20

{READ}
(N=500) n
White/Caucasian 245
Black/African American 126
Native American/Alaska Native 0
Asian 36
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 1
Hispanic/Latino 65
Two or more races 18
Other 2
Refused 7
What is the highest level of education you have completed? (READ LIST)
(N=500) n
Some high school 19
High school graduate 45
Some college 121
Trade/technical/vocational training 16
College graduate 184
Master’s or PhD 112
Undecided 1
Refused 2
Which of the following comes closest to your current employment status? (RANDOMIZE)
(N=500) n
Working full-time 295
Working part-time 43
Unemployed 17
Student 10
At home with children 3
Retired 110
Disabled/Unable to work 15
Other 3
Refused 4
How long have you lived in the city of Boston? (READ)
(N=500) n
Less than 5 years 33
5-10 years 61
11-25 years 106
More than 25 years 148
All my life 150
Undecided 1
Refused 1

Is your quality of life in Boston better or worse than it was a year ago?

(N=500) n

Better 155
Worse 153
About the same 180
Undecided 10
Refused 2
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%
31.00
30.60
36.00

2.00

0.40
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11. Currently there are four candidates certified to appear on your ballot for mayor listed in the
following order. At this point, who is your first choice?

(N=500) n %

Michelle Wu 299 59.80

Josh Kraft 148 29.60

Robert Cappucci 4 0.80

Domingos DaRosa 14 2.80

Undecided 33 6.60

Refused 2 0.40

{FOR 11.1 - 11.4}

12. Who would be your second choice...? (REMOVE Q11 FIRST RESPONSE)

(N=465)
Michelle Wu

n
23

Josh Kraft

66

45

Robert Cappucci
Domingos DaRosa

69

Undecided

Refused

221

41

%
4.95
14.19
9.68
14.84
47.53
8.82

Now, | am going to read you these same individuals just to gauge name recognition and favorability. For
each, please tell me if your opinion of them is generally favorable or generally unfavorable. If you are
undecided or if you have never heard of someone, just tell me that. First take (RANDOMIZE 13-16). Is

your opinion of (RANDOMIZE) generally favorable or generally unfavorable?

(N=500)
13. Robert Cappucci

14. Domingos DaRosa

15. Josh Kraft

16. Michelle Wu

Never Heard of

286
57.20

274
54.80

51
10.20

2
0.40

Favorable

52
10.40

94
18.80

180
36.00

330
66.00

Heard of/

Unfavorable Undecided
55 107
11.00 21.40
41 91
8.20 18.20
212 57
42.40 11.40
142 26
28.40 5.20

17. Setting aside popularity, how strongly do you approve or disapprove of the job Mayor Wu is doing

as mayor? Would you say...? (ROTATE ASC-DESC)

(N=500) n

Strongly approve 146
Somewhat approve 177
Somewhat disapprove 68
Strongly disapprove 97
Undecided 7
Refused 5
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%
29.20
35.40
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19.40

1.40
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18. Thinking about your vote for mayor, what is the most important issue that will affect your vote?
Would you say...? (RANDOMIZE .1-.6)
(N=500) n %
Crime 28 5.60
Economy/jobs 86 17.20
Housing 130 26.00
Police reform 6 1.20
Racism/justice/equality 24 4.80
Schools/education 63 12.60
Climate change/environment 10 2.00
Transportation 34 6.80
Immigration 16 3.20
Local response to Trump initiatives 65 13.00
Other 20 4.00
Undecided 17 3.40
Refused 1 0.20
19. How affordable is your life in Boston today? Would you say...? (ROTATE ASC-DESC)
(N=500) n %
Very affordable 54 10.80
Somewhat affordable 214 42.80
Somewhat unaffordable 131 26.20
Very unaffordable 95 19.00
Undecided 4 0.80
Refused 2 0.40
20. The Boston Trust Act bars local police from keeping immigrants in custody for possible
deportation by federal officials unless a criminal warrant has been issued for the person’s
arrest. In practice that means the Boston Police Department does not help ICE unless the target
has been involved in “serious criminal activity.” What is your opinion of this policy? Would you
say...? (ROTATE ASC-DESC)
(N=500) n %
Strongly favorable 312 62.40
Somewhat favorable 85 17.00
Somewhat unfavorable 28 5.60
Strongly unfavorable 57 11.40
Undecided 9 1.80
Refused 9 1.80
21. Which comes closest to your view, even if neither is exactly right? {ROTATE}
(N=500) n %
Boston police generally do a good job and treat
people of different races fairly, even if there are
a few bad apples on the force 330 66.00
Boston police are often racist in the way they treat
people, even if some of them try to do a good
job 119 23.80
Undecided 48 9.60
Refused 3 0.60
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22. Do you support or oppose the idea of cutting some funding from the police and using the money
for social services — for instance, to help the homeless and the mentally ill?
(N=500) n %
Support 261 52.20
Oppose 191 38.20
Undecided 46 9.20
Refused 2 0.40
23. In 1994, a statewide ballot measure outlawed rent control in Massachusetts. Should the City of

Boston be allowed to impose a cap on rents or other forms of rent control, if the Mayor and City
Council see fit — yes or no?

(N=500) n %

Yes 326 65.20

No 138 27.60

Undecided 33 6.60

Refused 3 0.60

24, Even as rents continue to climb, construction of new housing in Boston has fallen to its slowest

pace in 15 years. How should the city address this? (RANDOMIZE, ACCEPT MULTIPLE
RESPONSES)

(N=500) n %

Roll back new affordable housing and green
energy requirements that developers say

increase the cost of construction 75 15.00
Use city funds to help finance projects that are

stalled because of high interest rates and cost ----- 140 28.00
Ease zoning rules to encourage more denser

housing development in more parts of the city------- 140 28.00
Let it be. The market will sort itself out and rebound

eventually 70 14.00
Undecided 63 12.60
Refused 12 2.40

25. Of the following three statements, what impact have bike lanes had on your ability to get around
the city? (ROTATE 1 & 2)

(N=500) n %
Bike lanes have made it easier and safer to get

around 90 18.00
Bike lanes have made it slower and less

convenient to get around 251 50.20
Bike lanes have had no impact on my ability to get

around 148 29.60
Undecided 9 1.80
Refused 2 0.40

26. Thinking about Boston schools, of the following three options, which do you support?
(RANDOMIZE)

(N=500) n %
An elected school committee, in which voters get

to elect members directly 176 35.20
An appointed school committee, in which the

mayor picks who serves 41 8.20
A school committee that has a mix of elected and

appointed members 259 51.80
Undecided 17 3.40
Refused 7 1.40
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27. How would you rate the Boston Public School System? (ROTATE ASC-DESC)

(N=500) n

Excellent 18
Good 130
Fair 162
Poor 123
Undecided 57
Refused 10

%

3.60
26.00
32.40
24.60
11.40

2.00

July 13-16, 2025

I’'m going to read you five statements. For each, please tell me, how much you agree or disagree.

{RANDOMIZE 28-32} (Invert strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree)

28. Michelle Wu speaks well but is not a good manager of day-to-day city services.
(N=500) n %
Strongly agree 63 12.60
Agree 109 21.80
Disagree 157 31.40
Strongly disagree 106 21.20
Undecided 55 11.00
Refused 10 2.00
29. Michelle Wu has had some challenges, but Josh Kraft is not the answer.
(N=500) n %
Strongly agree 153 30.60
Agree 151 30.20
Disagree 77 15.40
Strongly disagree 51 10.20
Undecided 59 11.80
Refused 9 1.80
30. In the future, | would vote for Michelle Wu for a higher office like governor or U.S. Senate.
(N=500) n %
Strongly agree 77 15.40
Agree 160 32.00
Disagree 91 18.20
Strongly disagree 100 20.00
Undecided 62 12.40
Refused 10 2.00
31. Michelle Wu is hostile to the Boston business community.
(N=500) n %
Strongly agree 54 10.80
Agree 85 17.00
Disagree 194 38.80
Strongly disagree 109 21.80
Undecided 52 10.40
Refused 6 1.20
32. I’'m proud of what Michelle Wu has accomplished in her first term as mayor.
(N=500) n %
Strongly agree 106 21.20
Agree 190 38.00
Disagree 74 14.80
Strongly disagree 91 18.20
Undecided 30 6.00
Refused 9 1.80
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33. How would you describe your own political viewpoint — very liberal, liberal, moderate,
conservative, very conservative? {ROTATE .1-.5 ASCENDING TO DESCENDING}

(N=500) n %

Very liberal 78 15.60
Liberal 147 29.40
Moderate 185 37.00
Conservative 54 10.80
Very conservative 15 3.00
Other 3 0.60
Don’t know 18 3.60

THE FINAL QUESTIONS WILL HELP US CLASSIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH OTHERS TAKING THE

SURVEY

34. Do you currently have children enrolled in the Boston Public School System - yes or no?
(N=500) n %
Yes 83 16.60
No 402 80.40
Undecided 4 0.80
Refused 11 2.20

35. Do you have any members of your household who work in public safety - yes or no?
(N=500) n %
Yes 52 10.40
No 441 88.20
Undecided 2 0.40
Refused 5 1.00

36. Are you, or any members of your household, union members — yes or no?
(N=500) n %
Yes 144 28.80
No 344 68.80
Undecided 4 0.80
Refused 8 1.60

[THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME. HAVE A NICE DAY/EVENING.]
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