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Suffolk University CityView Poll: Mamdani Leads NYC Mayor’s Race by 20-Point Margin

BOSTON—Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic Party nominee, has a commanding 20-point lead
over his closest opponent, independent Andrew Cuomo, in a Suffolk University CityView poll
taken of those residents very or somewhat likely to vote in November’s general election for
mayor of New York City.

Mamdani (45%) leads Cuomo (25%), followed by Republican nominee Curtis Sliwa (9%), and
incumbent Mayor Eric Adams (8%).

Respondents said the top issue in the mayor’s race is affordability (21%), followed by crime
(20%), economy/jobs (14%), housing (9%), local response to Trump initiatives (8%),
racism/justice/equality (7%), and schools/education (6%). All other issues polled below 4%.

More than two-thirds of voters say they are unhappy with federal immigration enforcement, with
68% saying ICE arrests in the city have gone too far, while 9% believe they have not gone far
enough.

Poll respondents were almost equally divided between homeowners and renters, and overall a
majority (51%) describe life today in New York City as “somewhat or very unaffordable.”
Nearly six in ten (58%) say the economy is worse under President Trump than it was under
President Biden (23%).

A majority of likely voters (56%) said they rejected accusations that front-runner Mamdani—
who has been an outspoken critic of Israel’s military actions in Gaza and has pledged to arrest
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for war crimes if he were to come to New York—is
anti-Semitic.

“This poll shows that the issues New Yorkers really care about in this election are affordability,
crime, and the economy,” said David Paleologos, director of the Suffolk University Political
Research Center.
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Other candidates listed on the ballot are Conservative Party nominee Irene Estrada, independent
Joseph Hernandez, and independent Jim Walden, who combined for 1%, with 9% undecided and
3% of those polled refusing a response.

This is the first public poll that includes all seven candidates listed on the official ballot, and the
nine affiliated political parties or designations.

Methodology

This CityView survey of 500 NYC likely preliminary election voters was conducted September
16-18, and is based on live telephone interviews of adults 18 years of age or older, residing in all
five city counties in who indicated they were either somewhat or very likely to vote in the
November 4 general election for mayor. Quota and demographic information—including region,
race, and age—were determined from past elections, census, and American Community Survey
data. Surveys were administered in English and Spanish. The margin of sampling error for
results based on the total sample is +/- 4.4 percentage points. Suffolk University poll consultant
Brandon Barros contributed to the successful execution of this research. Marginals and full
cross-tabulation data are posted on the Suffolk University Political Research Center website. For
more information, contact David Paleologos at 781-290-9310, or dpaleologos@suffolk.edu.

In 2021, the Suffolk University Political Research Center launched its groundbreaking City View
project, a first-of-its-kind series of public opinion polls focused on some of America’s largest
cities, conducted in partnership with US4 TODAY and major regional media outlets like WSVN-
TV in Miami and The Boston Globe.

CityView polls investigate how urban residents feel about their overall quality of life and the top
issues their cities are facing. In addition to New York City, SUPRC has conducted CityView
polls in Seattle, Dallas, Louisville, Oklahoma City, Los Angeles, Detroit, Milwaukee, Miami,
and Boston.

Suffolk University, located in historic downtown Boston, provides students with experiential and
transformational learning opportunities that begin in the center of Boston, reach across the globe,
and lead to extraordinary outcomes for graduates. The University is driven by the power of
education, inclusion, and engagement to change lives and positively impact

communities. Suffolk University offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs in
its College of Arts & Sciences, Sawyer Business School, and Law School.
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