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(N=465) n % 
Worcester/West ------------------------------------------------- 112 24.09 
Northeast ---------------------------------------------------------- 152 32.69 
Suffolk --------------------------------------------------------------- 20 4.30 
Southeast/Cape ------------------------------------------------- 181 38.92 

 
Hello, my name is __________ and I am conducting a survey for Suffolk University, and I would like to 
get your opinions on some political questions. This week we are calling Republican & Independent 
Massachusetts households. Would you be willing to spend less than five minutes answering some 
questions? Great, let me get you screened in. 
(If YES, proceed. If NO/UNDECIDED, terminate) 
 
1. Are you a registered voter in Massachusetts? 

(N=465) n % 
Yes  ----------------------------------------------------------------- 465 100.00 

 
2. How likely are you to vote in the state Republican Primary on September 1st before Labor Day in 

just over three months – very likely, somewhat likely, 50-50, or not likely? 
(N=465) n % 
Very likely --------------------------------------------------------- 354 76.13 
Somewhat likely -------------------------------------------------- 53 11.40 
50/50 ---------------------------------------------------------------- 58 12.47 

 
3.  Are you currently registered to vote as a Democrat, Republican, Libertarian, or 

Unenrolled/Independent? 
(N=465) n % 
Republican -------------------------------------------------------- 222 47.74 
Unenrolled/Independent --------------------------------------- 243 52.26 

 
4.  Which do you most closely identify as – male, female, or something else?  

(N=465) n % 
Male ---------------------------------------------------------------- 229 49.25 
Female ------------------------------------------------------------- 233 50.11 
Non-binary (gender variant, non-conforming, etc.)  -------- 0 0.00 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 3 0.65 

 
5. What is your age category? 

(N=465)   n % 
18-25 Years ------------------------------------------------------- 15 3.23 
26-35 Years ------------------------------------------------------- 60 12.90 
36-45 Years ------------------------------------------------------- 81 17.42 
46-55 Years ------------------------------------------------------ 100 21.51 
56-65 Years ------------------------------------------------------- 94 20.22 
66-75 Years ------------------------------------------------------- 56 12.04 
Over 75 Years ---------------------------------------------------- 53 11.40 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 6 1.29 
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6. For statistical purposes only, do you consider yourself? 
(N=465) n % 
White/Caucasian ------------------------------------------------ 410 88.17 
Black/African American ------------------------------------------- 8 1.72 
Native American/Alaska Native --------------------------------- 3 0.65 
Asian ---------------------------------------------------------------- 10 2.15 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander ----------------------- 1 0.22 
Hispanic/Latino --------------------------------------------------- 16 3.44 
2 or more races --------------------------------------------------- 10 2.15 
Other ------------------------------------------------------------------ 5 1.08 
Don’t know ----------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 

 
7. What is the highest level of education you have completed? {READ} 

(N=465) n % 
Some high school ------------------------------------------------ 14 3.01 
High school graduate-------------------------------------------- 38 8.17 
Some college ----------------------------------------------------- 102 21.94 
Trade/technical/vocational training -------------------------- 28 6.02 
College graduate ------------------------------------------------ 176 37.85 
Master’s or PhD ------------------------------------------------- 104 22.37 
Undecided ----------------------------------------------------------- 3 0.65 

 
8.  How would you rate the job performance of President Donald Trump? (ROTATE ASC-DESC) 

(N=465) n % 
Excellent ----------------------------------------------------------- 182 39.14 
Good --------------------------------------------------------------- 113 24.30 
Fair  ------------------------------------------------------------------ 68 14.62 
Poor ----------------------------------------------------------------- 96 20.65 
Undecided ----------------------------------------------------------- 4 0.86 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 

 
9.  If the Republican Primary for governor were held today and the candidates were Michael 

Minogue or Brian Shortsleeve, would you vote or lean toward Minogue or Shortsleeve? 
(N=465) n % 
Michael Minogue ------------------------------------------------ 209 44.95 
Brian Shortsleeve ------------------------------------------------ 61 13.12 
Another Republican------------------------------------------------ 6 1.29 
Undecided -------------------------------------------------------- 187 40.22 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 

 
10.  Both Minogue and Shortsleeve agree on most Republican policies and issues except the issue of 

abortion. Minogue is pro-life and Shortsleeve is pro-abortion rights. Does this difference make 
you more likely to vote for Minogue or Shortsleeve? Or does it make no difference? 

(N=465) n % 
Michael Minogue ------------------------------------------------ 152 32.69 
Brian Shortsleeve ------------------------------------------------ 64 13.76 
No difference ----------------------------------------------------- 232 49.89 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 17 3.66 
Refused  -------------------------------------------------------------- 0 0.00 
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11.  Which candidate – Minogue or Shortsleeve – is more aligned with President Trump? 
(N=465) n % 
Michael Minogue ------------------------------------------------ 199 42.80 
Brian Shortsleeve ------------------------------------------------ 28 6.02 
Both -------------------------------------------------------------------- 7 1.51 
Neither ---------------------------------------------------------------- 6 1.29 
Undecided -------------------------------------------------------- 219 47.10 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 6 1.29 

 
12. How many Republican Primary debates between Minogue and Shortsleeve would you like to see 

between now and September 1st? (ROTATE ASC-DESC) 
(N=465) n % 
None ----------------------------------------------------------------- 41 8.82 
One or two -------------------------------------------------------- 267 57.42 
Three to Five ----------------------------------------------------- 128 27.53 
More than Five ---------------------------------------------------- 13 2.80 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 14 3.01 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 

 
13. How would you rate the job performance of Governor Maura Healey? (READ, ROTATE ASC-

DESC) 
(N=465) n % 
Excellent ------------------------------------------------------------ 15 3.23 
Good ---------------------------------------------------------------- 46 9.89 
Fair  ------------------------------------------------------------------ 74 15.91 
Poor ---------------------------------------------------------------- 326 70.11 
Undecided ----------------------------------------------------------- 4 0.86 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 0 0.00 

 
14. What issue should Massachusetts’ governor be most focused on? (RANDOMIZE) 

(N=465) n % 
Cost of living ------------------------------------------------------ 197 42.37 
Healthcare --------------------------------------------------------- 28 6.02 
Housing ------------------------------------------------------------- 43 9.25 
Immigration ------------------------------------------------------- 109 23.44 
Public Safety ------------------------------------------------------ 42 9.03 
Responding to President Trump ------------------------------ 22 4.73 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 18 3.87 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 6 1.29 

 
15. Voters in 2024 approved a measure giving the state auditor the authority to probe the 

Massachusetts Legislature. Lawmakers have so far resisted, arguing that an audit could conflict 
with the State Constitution. Should the legislature comply with the auditor’s requests? 

(N=465) n % 
Yes, that’s the law now.  --------------------------------------- 392 84.30 
No, lawmakers have the right to challenge an audit’s 

constitutionality.  -------------------------------------------- 39 8.39 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 34 7.31 
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I am going to read you a list of some people in state and national politics, past and present. For each 
please tell me if your opinion of them is generally favorable or generally unfavorable. If you are undecided 
or have never heard of someone, just tell me that. Let’s start with Donald Trump; is your opinion of 
Donald Trump generally favorable or generally unfavorable? (Randomize 17-21) 
 
(N=465) Never Heard Favorable Unfavorable Undecided 

16. Donald Trump 0 323 120 22 
 0.00 69.46 25.81 4.73 

17. Michael Minogue 59 257 35 114 
 12.69 55.27 7.53 24.52 

18. Brian Shortsleeve 68 159 67 171 
 14.62 34.19 14.41 36.77 

19. Maura Healey 1 77 369 18 
 0.22 16.56 79.35 3.87 

20. Charlie Baker 11 284 131 39 
 2.37 61.08 28.17 8.39 

21. John Deaton 213 98 33 121 
 45.81 21.08 7.10 26.02 
 
 
Switching to national politics for some questions and then we’ll be done. You’ve been great. 
 
22.  Looking ahead to 2028, which potential Republican candidate for president excites you most? 

(RANDOMIZE) 
(N=465) n % 
Tom Cotton ---------------------------------------------------------- 3 0.65 
Ted Cruz ------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 
Ron DeSantis ----------------------------------------------------- 19 4.09 
Marjorie Taylor Greene ------------------------------------------- 9 1.94 
Nikki Haley --------------------------------------------------------- 37 7.96 
Mike Pence -------------------------------------------------------- 19 4.09 
Marco Rubio ------------------------------------------------------ 166 35.70 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders ---------------------------------------- 5 1.08 
Tim Scott ------------------------------------------------------------- 4 0.86 
Donald Trump Jr.  -------------------------------------------------- 7 1.51 
JD Vance ---------------------------------------------------------- 131 28.17 
Other ---------------------------------------------------------------- 11 2.37 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 46 9.89 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 6 1.29 

 
23.  How would you rate the job performance of Republican leadership in the U.S. Senate and 

House? (ROTATE ASC-DESC) 
(N=465) n % 
Excellent ------------------------------------------------------------ 33 7.10 
Good --------------------------------------------------------------- 117 25.16 
Fair  ----------------------------------------------------------------- 163 35.05 
Poor ---------------------------------------------------------------- 146 31.40 
Undecided ----------------------------------------------------------- 5 1.08 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 1 0.22 
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24.  How confident are you in the Republican Party’s ability to maintain control of the U.S. House in 

the 2026 midterm elections this November? (ROTATE ASC-DESC) 
(N=465) n % 
Very confident ----------------------------------------------------- 81 17.42 
Somewhat confident -------------------------------------------- 216 46.45 
Not very confident ------------------------------------------------ 98 21.08 
Not at all confident ----------------------------------------------- 58 12.47 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 10 2.15 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 

 
25.  Hypothetically, due to external or internal conditions, if President Donald Trump were able to run 

again in 2028, would you vote for him – yes or no? 
(N=465) n % 
Yes  ----------------------------------------------------------------- 218 46.88 
No ------------------------------------------------------------------- 217 46.67 
Undecided --------------------------------------------------------- 23 4.95 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 7 1.51 

 
{THE FINAL QUESTIONS WILL HELP US CLASSIFY YOUR RESPONSES WITH OTHERS TAKING 
THE SURVEY} 
 
26. How would you describe your own political viewpoint? (ROTATE ASC-DESC) 

(N=465) n % 
Very liberal ----------------------------------------------------------- 9 1.94 
Liberal --------------------------------------------------------------- 17 3.66 
Moderate ---------------------------------------------------------- 156 33.55 
Conservative ----------------------------------------------------- 208 44.73 
Very conservative ------------------------------------------------ 65 13.98 
Other ------------------------------------------------------------------ 4 0.86 
Don’t know ----------------------------------------------------------- 6 1.29 

 
27.  Are there any union members in your household – yes or no? 

(N=465) n % 
Yes  ----------------------------------------------------------------- 125 26.88 
No ------------------------------------------------------------------- 338 72.69 
Undecided ----------------------------------------------------------- 0 0.00 
Refused --------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0.43 

 
 
 

[THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  HAVE A NICE DAY/EVENING.]  


