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Suffolk University New York City Poll: Cuomo Cuts Mamdani Lead to 10 Points With a
Week to Go

BOSTON—The race for New York City mayor has tightened considerably in the final days
before the November 4 election, according to a new Suffolk University poll.

Independent candidate Andrew Cuomo, the former governor of New York, has cut Zohran
Mamdani’s lead in half, to just 10 points. In Suffolk’s September poll, Mamdani, the Democratic
Party and Working Families Party nominee, led by 20 points.

This latest Suffolk poll shows Mamdani leading Cuomo 44%-34%, followed by Republican
nominee and independent Curtis Sliwa (11%), while the remaining four candidates listed on the
ballot garnered 2% with 7% of voters still undecided and 2% refusing a response.

“There 1s one person in New York City whose voters could have an outsized impact on the
outcome,” said David Paleologos, director of the Suffolk University Political Research Center.
“That person isn’t Mayor Eric Adams, Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Senator Chuck Schumer,
or any New York billionaire. It’s Republican Curtis Sliwa, whose voters hold the 11% blocking
Cuomo from winning the race. And when asked for their second choice, those voters preferred
Cuomo over Mamdani 36%-2%.”

Cuomo’s most dramatic gains were among Hispanic voters where he now leads by 1 point, after
trailing Mamdani by 30 points in September. And Cuomo has flipped independents from a loss
of 18 points in September into a 10-point lead in the October poll.

Poll respondents were nearly equally divided between homeowners and renters, and overall a
majority (54%) describe life today in New York City as “somewhat or very unaffordable.”

Other candidates listed on the ballot are independent Mayor Adams (who recently endorsed
Cuomo), Conservative Party nominee Irene Estrada, and independents Joseph Hernandez and
Jim Walden.



The Suffolk survey was fielded and completed after Mayor Adams endorsed Cuomo. It is the
first public poll taken over the last three months that shows the race this close, including more
than 15 polls posted on the realclearpolitics.com website.

Methodology

This survey of 500 NYC likely General Election voters was conducted October 23-26, and is
based on live telephone interviews of adults 18 years of age or older, residing in all five city
counties, who indicated they were either somewhat or very likely to vote in the November 4
general election for mayor. Quota and demographic information—including region, race, and
age—were determined from past elections, census, and American Community Survey data.
Surveys were administered in English and Spanish. The margin of sampling error for results
based on the total sample is +/- 4.4 percentage points. Marginals and full cross-tabulation data
are posted on the Suffolk University Political Research Center website. For more information,
contact David Paleologos at 781-290-9310, or dpaleologos(@suffolk.edu.

Suffolk University, located in historic downtown Boston, provides students with experiential and
transformational learning opportunities that begin in the center of Boston, reach across the globe,
and lead to extraordinary outcomes for graduates. The University is driven by the power of
education, inclusion, and engagement to change lives and positively impact communities.
Suffolk University offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs in its College of
Arts & Sciences, Sawyer Business School, and Law School.
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