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Suffolk University Poll: In Iowa, Close Midterm Races for Senate and Governor May Show
GOP Hold on Highest Offices Slipping

BOSTON— In Iowa, a state that has grown significantly more politically conservative in the past
decade, two important races are emerging as virtual toss-ups, possibly signaling a Republican
lock on higher office is waning.

Republican Congresswoman Ashley Hinson narrowly leads Democratic State Representative
Josh Turek in the race for US Senate, 45%-41%, while in the governor’s race, Democratic State
Auditor Rob Sand has the edge over Republican businessman Zach Lahn, 48%-44%, according
to a Suffolk University statewide poll of likely midterm voters.

The statewide results nearly exactly mirror the midterm bellwether of Muscatine County, where
Hinson leads Turek 44%-40%, with 13% undecided, and Sand leads 48%-44%, with 8%
undecided. The Senate and gubernatorial outcomes in both the statewide and bellwether polls are
within the statistical margin of error.

“Keep in mind this is a state that Donald Trump won by more than 13 points in 2024,” said
David Paleologos, director of the Suffolk University Political Research Center in Boston. “The
fact that both of these races are within the statistical margin of error in a survey where the same
voters selected Trump by double digits speaks volumes about where these races stand right
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now.
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Impact of casual and undecided voters could be significant on vote

With just ten weeks to go before the general election, the Senate race could depend on whether
or not lowa casual voters participate in the midterm elections; among those “very likely” to vote,
the race is tied at 45% between Hinson and Turek.

Undecided voters could also play an outsized role in both races, with certain demographics
reporting significantly above the statewide average of 9%. In the Senate race, 38% of
respondents who did not vote in the 2024 presidential election said they were undecided on a
candidate, followed by casual voters or “somewhat likely” to vote at 31%, non-white voters
(26%), no party/independents (17%), and those with a trade/tech/vocational education (17%).

Similarly, the highest undecided categories for governor from the statewide poll included those
“somewhat likely” to vote (19%), those who did not vote in the 2024 presidential election (17%),
and voters whose preferred info source is family/friends (15%).

Methodology

The survey of 500 likely Iowa general election voters was conducted August 20-23, using live
telephone interviews of households where respondents indicated they were very or somewhat
likely to vote in the November general election. The margin of error is +/-4.4 percentage points
at a 95% level of confidence. The midterm bellwether of 300 voters of Muscatine County was
fielded August 17-19 and has a margin of error of +/- 5.6 percentage points. Results are posted
on the Suffolk University Political Research Center website. For more information, contact
David Paleologos at 781-290-9310, dpaleologos@suffolk.edu.

Suffolk University, located in historic downtown Boston, provides students with experiential and
transformational learning opportunities that begin in the center of Boston, reach across the globe
and lead to extraordinary outcomes for graduates. The University is driven by the power of
education, inclusion, and engagement to change lives and positively impact communities.
Suffolk University offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs in its College of
Arts & Sciences, Sawyer Business School, and Law School.
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