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The School to Prison
Pipeline

The School to Prison Pipeline is the
description of those coming from a
disadvantaged background particu-
larly Black and Latinx students
being disproportionately suspended
and expelled, increasing the chance
of future contact with the juvenile
justice system due to increasingly
harsh policies within schools

Zero-Tolerance Policies

Zero-Tolerance Policies have had the
opposite of their intended effects, rather
than creating ‘blind justice’ they have led
to disproportionate suspension rates
targeting Black, Latinx and neuro-di-
verse students. Zero-Tolerance policies
unwittingly allow bias, ditferences in
culture and parenting to affect who is
suspended and expelled.

Resource Officers

Truancy Officers and Student Resource
Otficers often develop a link between
schools and the juvenile justice system
by hyper criminalizing student behav-
ior, specifically in Black, Latinx and
low-income students.

The School to Prison Pipeline:
The Unintentional Damage of Zero-Tolerance Policies,

Resource Officers and Restorative Justice’s Ability to Help

By: Isabella Veduccio, Roshara Morgan, Mairead Morrissey

What those in the
Educational Field
are Saying

Alegria Barclay, the Social Justice Coordinator
at The Nueva School specifically focuses on
restorative justice practices in schools. In ad-
dressing biases and breaking down the pipe-
line she states that we need to focus on center-
ing victims’ needs and addressing our own
biases without attacking those we see biases
in.

Restorative Justice

Restorative Justice breaks the link
of instilling punitive justice in our
students and by focusing on teach-
ing empathy. Explicit bias is less of
an issue because the ‘punishment’
is focused on victims’ needs and
allowing a learning moment for
students rather than focusing on
punishment.



Rethink the ‘Culture’
Surrounding Discipline

5%of out
of school

suspensions
dealt with *dangerous
disciplinary issues
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how much harder
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