ENG 095 - DEVELOPMENTAL ENGLISH SKILLS I
Fall 2016
Instructor Information:
Instructor: Tracy Wood
Email: twood@suffolk.es
Phone: 91-533-5935
Office: Upstairs, 2nd door on the left
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 14:00-15:00
Homepage: www.suffolk.edu/academics/18429.php
Course Information:
Meetings: Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:30-14:00
Catalog Description: The aim of this course is to provide students with opportunities for and guidance
in the development of Academic English proficiency. Class activities focus on aiding students in
improving their academic English reading and writing skills to the proficiency levels required by the
University. Particular emphasis is placed on the importance of planning, organizing and revising essays,
as well as learning how to analyze, summarize, and cite an author's ideas and words.
Prerequisites: None
Credit Hours: 4
This course follows the US Federal Government’s Credit Hour definition: “An amount of work
represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an
institutional established equivalence that reasonably approximates no less than:
(1)

(2)

One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class
student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour of
credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work
over a different amount of time; or
At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other
academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships,
practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours.”

Textbook/Course Materials:
Sherman Alexie (2007). Flight. London: Harvill Secker. ISBN: 978-1-846-55152-9
Jane E. Aaron and Ellen Kuhl Repetto (2013). 40 Model Essays. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s. ISBN:
978-1-4576-1029-0

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY MADRID CAMPUS S.L. UNIPERSONAL
Inscrita en Registro Mercantil de Madrid: Tomo 8.413, Folio 99, Hoja M-135566. Inscripción 1.ª - CIF: B-80959950

Course Goals & Learning Objectives:
Upon successful
completion of this
course, students will
know/understand
How an essay is organized
How to organize and
structure their own essays
The basic rules of English
grammar and punctuation
How to avoid plagiarism

Upon successful completion of this course,
students will be able to

How the student will
be assessed on these
learning outcomes:

Identify the thesis, main points and supporting
details of an article or essay
Generate a thesis statement; use topic sentences and
logical transitions as appropriate; and use common
rhetorical patterns, following clear and coherent
organization.
Identify and correct errors in English grammar and
punctuation

In-class discussions

Avoid plagiarism by paraphrasing and citing sources
properly

Essays and midterm
and final exams
Grammar quizzes,
essays, and midterm
and final exams
In-class discussions
and essays

Course Policies:
Late assignments: Excused or unexcused absences are not justification for late assignments. Please
submit in advance (preferably in my mailbox) any assignments on the day on which they are due. Note: It
is the student's responsibility to ensure that the professor receives the document on time. Essays
received after class will be considered late.
Essays: This class places great emphasis on the writing process, and students will be evaluated not only
on the final draft but also on the improvement made between drafts. Final essays must be turned in with
ALL previous drafts attached, with incomplete essays receiving lower grades.
Grading/Evaluation:
Students are expected to prepare required reading assignments prior to the class session. There will be a
mid-term and final exam. Quizzes will also be given frequently and may be announced or unannounced.
Students will be asked to complete one 2-3 page essay, two 4-5 page essays, and one 5-7 page paper in
the MLA style.
This is a writing course that focuses heavily on the revision process. Students are expected to revise each
essay at least twice, first with a focus on content and organization, and later with an eye to the grammar
and lexical features. Students will be evaluated not only on the final draft but also on the improvement
made between drafts. Final essays must be turned in with ALL previous drafts attached, with incomplete
essays receiving lower grades.
Students will be evaluated in the following areas:
Assignments/Exams/Papers/Projects:
Reading & grammar quizzes
Midterm Exam
Final Exam
Writing Assignments

10%
20%
20%
50%

Writing Assignments
Comparison Contrast Essay (4-5 Pages)
Classification Essay (5-7 pages)
Persuasion Essay (4-5 pages)

Participation/Attendance Policy:
The SUMC Student Handbook states the following:
Once a student is registered for a course, attendance at every meeting of every class is expected, including
those held in the first week of the semester. A maximum of two unjustified absences is permitted. Each
additional absence will cause the final course grade to be lowered by one-third of a letter grade, i.e., from A
to A-; A- to B+; B+ to B, etc.
Excessive absences in a course will have a negative effect on the final grade. When a student is absent, the
quality of his or her work in a course will deteriorate since material missed in class sessions can rarely be
made up satisfactorily, even though the student remains responsible for that work.
Please note that even when a student has a justified reason for missing class, such as illness, the negative
academic impact on learning will be the same as if the absence were for spurious reasons.
In this course, any absence due to illness should be justified by a note from the student’s physician or
other health professional confirming the day(s) on which the student was unable to attend class. A
written excuse from a student’s host parent or residence supervisor is also acceptable. Students are
responsible for all material and assignments for the days missed, regardless of the reason for the absence.
In the event that a class meeting is unexpectedly cancelled, students will be expected to continue with
readings or other assignments as originally scheduled. Any assignments due or class activities (e.g., a
quiz, exam or presentation) planned for such a cancelled class are due at the next class meeting unless
other instructions are communicated. There will be at least one mandatory night activity during the
semester such as movie, theater play or conference.
Disability Statement:
If you anticipate issues related to the format or requirements of this course, please meet with me. I would
like us to discuss ways to ensure your full participation in my classroom.
If formal, disability-related accommodations are necessary, it is very important that you be registered
with the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at the main Campus in Boston so that I am notified of your
eligibility for reasonable accommodations. We can then plan how best to coordinate your
accommodations. Check the ODS web site at http://www.suffolk.edu/campuslife/3797.php for
information on accommodations.
Student Resources:
SUMC provides a range of student services, both academic and personal. To learn more about courserelated tutorials and academic workshops, refer to the SUMC Student Handbook, Section 5 “Living in
Madrid”, which contains information on the medical and mental health resources, including an Englishspeaking therapist, available to you.
Midterm Review:
At midterm, around week 6, you will be given a midterm grade based on your progress to date and
performance on assignments, class participation and midterm exam. Midterm grades of C- or below will
be reported to the Madrid Campus Academic Standing Committee, with an explanation of what I believe
has contributed to that grade: excessive absences, poor time management or study skills, lack of effort,
difficulty with the course material or with writing or language skills, etc. The Academic Standing
Committee or I may contact you to suggest strategies for addressing these difficulties. I strongly
encourage you to visit me during my office hours so we may discuss how you can be successful in this
class.

Academic Misconduct:
Suffolk University expects all students to be responsible individuals with high standards of conduct.
Students are expected to practice ethical behavior in all learning environments and scenarios, including
classrooms and laboratories, internships and practica, and study groups and academic teams. Cheating,
plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, use of unauthorized electronic devices, self-plagiarism,
fabrication or falsification of data, and other types of academic misconduct are treated as serious offenses
that initiate a formal process of inquiry, one that may lead to disciplinary sanctions.
Student work will be thoroughly examined for academic integrity and may be scanned using plagiarism
detection software. A faculty member suspecting academic misconduct will contact the student using the
Suffolk email address to schedule a meeting and will make all effort to do so within five business days of
detecting the incident. During the meeting, the faculty member will present the documentation that led to
suspected academic misconduct. Resolution of the incident will be according to the procedures outlined
in the SUMC Student Handbook, 2016-2017.
Classroom policies:
Lab Component: Each student is required to attend a bi-weekly lab session which, for the purpose of
this course, will be conducted during office hours. Students are required to attend office hours at least
once every two weeks.
Class Behavior: Students are expected to come to class equipped with a copy of the required texts and
other pertinent materials. Correct classroom behavior is also expected. Eating and drinking (with the
exception of water) are not permitted. Mobile phones should be turned off or put in the "silent" mode.
Course Schedule:
The schedule, policies, procedures, and assignments in this course are subject to change in the event of
extenuating circumstances, by mutual agreement, and/or to ensure better student learning.
1

August 31
First Class Session
Writing Diagnostic
Grammar Diagnostic

2

September 5
Review of Writing Process
Introduction to Persuasive Writing

7
McKibben, “Waste Not, Want Not”
Jensen, “Forget Shorter Showers”

3

12
Postrel, “In Praise of Chain Sores”
Turkle, “Privacy Has a Politics”
Persuasive outline due

14
Workshop: Persuasive Essay
Grammar exercises due
Introduction to Comparison/Contrast Essay

4

19
Mairs, “Disability”
Rodriguez, “Private Language, Public Language”

21
Sedaris, “Remembering my Childhood on the
Continent of Africa”
Peck, “Fatso”

5

26
Introduction to Sherman Alexie's Flight
Grammar Quiz #1: Run-ons and
Fragments
Persuasive Essay due

28
Sherman Alexie's Flight (1-58)

6

October 3
Sherman Alexie's Flight (59-106)

5
Sherman Alexie's Flight (107-181)

7

10
Midterm Exam
(meet in Computer Lab II)

12
Holiday

8

17
Comparison/Contrast Outline due
Grammar Exercises due

19
Workshop: Comparison/Contrast Essay

9

14
Workshop: Animal Farm Essay

16
Revising the Animal Farm Essay
Grammar exercises due

10

24
Introduction to Classification Essay
Mosley, “Show Me the Money”

26
Grammar Quiz #2: Misplaced Modifiers and
Parallelism
Comparison/Contrast Essay due

11

31
Tannen, “But What Do You Mean?”
Ericsson, “The Ways We Lie”

November 2
Classification Outline due
Grammar Exercises due

12

7
Workshop: Classification Essay

9
Holiday

13

14
16
Library Workshop: Evaluating Electronic Sources MLA style: Citing Sources
(meet in Computer Lab II)

14

21
Grammar Quiz #3: Subject-Verb Agreement
Classification Essay due

23
King, “I Have a Dream”

15

28
Swift, “A Modest Proposal”
Grammar Exercises due

30
Last day of class
Grammar Quiz #4: Pronoun Shift

16

Monday, December 12
11:30-13:30
Final Exam (meet in Computer Lab II)

